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Tha almost total domination of the COresk Revival style during Ia:m:e;r-
villa's antebellum boom era is reflectad in the fabric of the historis dis-
triet, which consists of the courthouse square and thres blocks of Wast
Main Strest.

The county seat, kmown as "Caswell Courthouss,! probably contained
little more than the courthionse itself and sevaral taverns and hotels for a
mmber of years after its establishwwnt in 1791. The appearanca of the firs
courthonse, bullt about 1723, is unknown, but it ssems from the following
deseription in the Caswell County Cowrt of Pleas and Quarter Sessions.
mimites of July, 1830, to hawe been located in the northeast cornsr of tha
present courthouse sguare. In response to an 1820 legislatiwe act ordering
that the public sguars be enlarged, the court axtended the square

« -+ Wosterly to an ozk tree in the lot of Azariah Graves and from
thenca 1o run south te a popular [sic] tree in the lower end of Paul
A. Haralson's Garden and thence east in 2 paralsl [sic] lins with
prosent lina of the Public Sguars near to the Garden Pailings of
Elijah Graves and then north to and with the lime of the present
Square, and the Court under ths act as aforesald received the lands
of the owners as a donation and are not to be at any expenss in ra-
moving any of the buildings within the linss herein specified.

Only two known houses survive from Yancayville'!s first parind of
devalopment--the Thornton House and the Pgul Haraison House. The Thornton
Houss, named for Dr. Hobart B. Thormton, who lived and maintained an office
hera in tha sacond h4lf of ths nineteanth cantury, iz loeated on ths south
sida of West Main Strest at the cormar of Kerr Sirest, and sppears to he
the oldest structure in Yanceyville. The tiny frams Federal cottage, built
early in ths nineteenth century, is ome story high with a finished attic,
with bozed molded eaves and a steep gable roof. The most interasting
exterior features ars the compreossed arrangament of the front door and
‘Ilanking windows on the main (north)} facads, with the moldsd architraves of
the windows almost touching that of the door, and the gracefully moldsd
windew sills. The first floor is handsomely finished, with flat-panslsd
wainscots and deep molded chair rails. The front room contains a plasrced
dentil cornice and a tall, secentric cormer mantel distinguished by a
shert overmantel with flanking urn-shaped pilastsrs and the lavish use of
pisrced dentil moldings and inclsed ornament. The house 1s divided into
twoe squal rooms with corpmer fireplaces, and an enclosad winding stair he-
tween the rooms ascsnd to tha partitiomd attic. The Paul Haralson Houss,
located near tha Hazralson garden raferred to in the county court minutes of
-1830,. iz southszast of the present courthouse and overshadowsd by it. 'Ths
house 1s an imposing two-story frame building of Federal form with' a hand-
somes elassical entrance consisting of flanking Doric pilasters supporting
an entablature with rasded ornament. Flat-pansled architrawes with plain
cornar blocks frame the windows. The houss was suppossdly built im 1820,
for a board baaring this date and Haralson's name was found during repair
work. Haralson served as clerk of the county court from 1833 to 1841,
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The April, 1831, county court appointed a building commission for a new
courthouss, and cordered them to adwertlsa for an architect in the Ralaigh
- Star, and-Nerth Garolina State Gametts, the Hillsboro Recorder, and the
Milton Gazetis, the most prominant North Carolina newspapsrs. The July, 1831,
county court wminutss record that John Berry, the well-known carpenter-bnildaer
from nearby Hillsboro, agreed to build the courthouse for the sum of $5,000
which had been stipulated by tha commissiormars. Bsrry's specifications, which
ara recordad in ths court minutes of the same sassion, ara instrustive, for
this building was probahly wery closs in appearancs to the Orange County
Gourthouss which Berry later designed in Hillsborough {184L-1845), considerad
sre of the finest Oresk Revival institutional buildings in North Carolina.
Barry was a talonted local builder whose sclectlc work reflected the best
known architects of his period, but was most closely identifisd with the
(rosk Revival idiom. The Caswell County Courthouse must have provided an
excallant model at the start of the village's bullding boom. BRarry made ample
use of Asher Benjamin's pattarn books of Greek Revival motifs in the Hills-
borough cowrthouse, and the domestic buildings of this era in Yanceyville show
2 dependence upon Benjamin also. The structurs, according to the specifications,
would be a iwo-story brick building, forty feet wide and fifty-five faet daep,
with the courtroom on the first flcor, jury rooms at the rear cornsrs, and a
gallery and offices on the second fleor. The gallary would ba built . . . in
tha Doreck [sic] order, the columns to have base and capital and to bs platad,
tha antablatwrs to hava a neat cornice. . . » The gallery to be enclosed with
Gothick pamnel [sic) Work rising 3 feet from the floor." The ceiling would be
coved, and ths courtroom would hawe ". . . a stucco cornice and center pica
[sic} . . . the center piace to bs enriched with ornamented stucco work. . .
Exterior daors to ba recessed on tha outside 4 in. and hawe double elliptical
arches sprung ovar them.™ The courthouse, erected on the south side of the
newly enlarged public square, was apparently substantially complete by July,
1832, for the court minutss record the request that a workman bs hired to
finish the northsast room.

The Barry courthousa hurned or was remeoved in 1857, but its inflvance on
the architecture of ths surrounding town survives, for the restrained yet
robust dignity of form and detail of the Greek Rewvival buildings within tha
historic distriet probvably reflsects ths character of that central strucuurs.
The villags assumed its present form during this antebellum boom sra. In the
163105 tha Jeramizh Crzves Homae, the Dr. Nathaniel Roan Hous2, and the
Preskytérian Church ware constructed. In the early 18L0s the Kerr Housa, tha
Thomas 0. Johiston House, and the brick stors were built, and a numbsr of othel
houses still standing in Yanceyville data from this pariod. These buildings,
consisting of ons and two-story housss, one commercial building and a church,
ars predominznily of brick, with gable roofs. The finest residances of ths
period ara tha two-story brick houses along Main Streat, whils modest one-story
frama houses with small outbursts of Greek Rsvival ornament 1ins the narrow
strests north of the public sguare and Main Street.
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The most pretentious house of this Greek Ravival district i1s Dongola, the
Jaremiah Graves House ont the north side of West Main Street on the outskirts
of town, forming the western cornsrstome of the district. Grawes, a tobagco
plantar and grandson of Jobn Graves, patriarch of Yanceywville, built tha houss
between 1535 and 1838 in an academic Classical Revival style which Thomas T.
Watarman, author of The Early Architectura of MNorth Carolina, saw as a bridgs
betwean the great brick country honsas of Virginia and the smaller frams cones
in North Garclina. According to logal tradition Grawves so admired a Virginia
ransion which he saw while transporting hils tobacco to the Richmond market
that he built a raplica of it, Dongola, named afier s town on the Nils River.
Watarman peointed out the marked similarity of the house te Horm Quartsr, King
William County, Virginia, which could have been Gravea's model. The two-story
L-shapad brick structure is sited so that both tha acuth and west elavations
sarve as facades. The main (south) facade is distinguished by the monumantal
padimentsd portico with coupled steccosed brick columns and by ths three-part
windows in both storiss. Elliptical fanlights with swag muntins surmount the
main entrance and the first floor windowa. An academic Doric antablature
with the addition pinwhesl motifs betwesn the mutules abowe the trygliphs,
contimss around the south and weat elavations. The sophisticatad interior
trim is lightsned by curiocus flowsr motifs which occur in the capitals of the

mantel pllasters and in ths cornst Wlogks of ths door and winfow architrasss.
The }Iaﬂclasalcal design of the mantel in the main parlor was probably cm::ied
from an Asher Benjamin builder's gu:.ds.

Naarly as imposing a boom era residence as Dongola is the Johmston Heouse,
built by Thomas I Jolmston, sprominsnt merchant, presidant of the Bank of
Yancayville, and one of ths wealthiest men in town. The two-story brick house
built in 18L2 sccording to the dated chimney, forms the grandest wista in
Tanceyville, sat at ths end of 2 long axial driveway on the south side of Maim
Streat near the public square. A4n especially interesting detall is ths use of
fretwork lintals with central cartouchss over the doukle door entrances at
ooth lavels of the facade and over the facads windows, This lintel ornamant
is present on ths sast sids but zbsent oo the west and rear, suggesting the
existence of a streel running sast of the house winich has since disappearsd.
The most vmusnal featurs of the house is the ordginal ome-story entrance porch
featuring Doric posts with an uppsr wooden balusterade with cornsr posts sur-
mounted by turned woodsn urns. The lintel ornament and porcvh (a rare survival
reflect the influance of Asher Benjamin's carpenters’ gunides. Josiah Bucks,
a2 man of all tradss, ineluding tavern-keepar and coachmaker, whe lived in
Yaneeyville du~ing tha boom ara, was supposedly the archltsctfbulldar of this
houze.,

fAccording to leocal tradition, the Kerr Honsze, located opposita ths
Johnston House on Main Strest, was also constructed by Josiah Rucks. TIn 1832
the lot was purchased by Izhan Rice, and an 1874 deed of transfer refars to
tha howse aa tha old Rice tavern. Iis most propinent inhabltant was Judgs
Jokn Kerr, a lagislator snd a Whiz candidats for governor.
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From 1887 to 1927 the house served as a hotel and was & center of soesial
activity in Tanceyville in the late ninstesnth centwry. It is a two-story
hrick bpilding set c¢lose to the strest, with extarior end chimmeys, a gable
roof, and a very simple Greek HRevival entrance and simple molded tiim. The
intarior finish is equally plain.

Tha houss occupied by Abisha Slade, Tanceyvilla's most famous cltizen,
while clerk of county court from 1841 to 1853, still stands on West Msin
otresi between Twrnar Avenus and the Danville Road. The two-story brick house
has interior end brick chimneys and a handsome pedimented Doric antrance porch
The interior, a center-hall plan with an enclosaed stair leading to the sscond
story, i3 finished with inventive Greek Hevival mantals, merbleized baseboards
flat-paneled wainscots, and molded chair raila. The Slade family occupied the
house until about 1%LO.

Tha Presbyterian Church, located at the southwest cornar of Union and
Harwey strests, is a starkly simpls pedimented brick building one bay wide ang
two deap, with a small, well-maintsinad cemetsry to tha south. The church,
tha first in Yanceyvilla, was foundsd as the result of s division in the
congragation of Bsthany Presbytarian Church, locataed betwsen ¥anceyville and
Milton. The gable-end facade of the present building, constructed in 1832, is
filled by the hupe double louvered door set within a wide plain crossettad
architrava. Tha interior, which has bsen little changsd from its coriginal
harmonious simplicity, containsafoyer with corner stairs leading to the
galleriss, and an auditorium. The galleriess on thres sides of the auditoerium

ars the most distinctive fesaturs. They are supported on Doric columns, and :
W

the flat-paneled solid baluystrades hear prominent hand plane marks. f?

Tha only commsrcial bullding of the boom era which still stanpds in
Yaneeyvilla ig the Brick Stors located on West Msin Street bstwean the Kearr
Eousa and the public sguare. This two-story pedimented brick buillding,

exbibiting robust Gresk Revival commercial desizn, was peebshly tuilt by Jdames

In the early 18L0s the
partners hagan advertising a tarning busingss, and the Industrisl Scheduls
of the 1850 census lists Gunn & Bowe Boot and Shoe Makers, employing an
avarage of seventeen workers. This rotail shop must have besn constructsd
during this decada. The stora has served numerous subsegquent uses, including
a pust office, nowspaper office, and lawyer's office. The structure has a
Flemish bond facade with a center double deor and six-owver-six sash windows

and a padimonted stuccosd gable. Bach opsning is surmounted by a wooden lintall

with coneave rondels in the center and at each cormer. Daspite the succession
of functions, the interior is in a perfect state of preservatiom--a rara
survival of z nid-ninateenth century commercial intarior. Each lewsl contains
a front and resr room, linked by a double door on the first floor, and a
singla batitsn door on the second. An enclossd stair with initial winders
rises between the two first-floor rooms. FEach rear room has a fireplaga with
a simple mantel composed of pilastars carrying a molded cormice and shelf.

eF D 921.TIa
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Each room is finished with plasiered walls and molded architraves, and a chair
rail is present in the rear First-flecr room and both second-flocr rooms.
The full basemsnt cpehs orly to the street.

The present Caswell County Courthouss, the third built in the publie
squars of Yancoyville, was srected bsiween 1857 and 1861 following the de-
struction of the gecond courthousa. The building is locatad nesar the site
of the previocus building, on the south side of the sguare. Ersctsd during
the final years of the town's boom era prosperity, the building breaks the
guist Greek Hevival atmosphera. It is a monumental embodiment of Wictarian
institutional architecturs, combining Ttelian Romanesgque and Classieal feature
in a dessign umigue in courthouss architecturs in North Carclina. The ecleetic
dagign is that of == - i ; by

Englich orohitact William Percival

Postwar Vietorian architectural styles had 1ittle affect on Yanceyville,
for almost nothing was built betwsan 1865 and 1900. Two huildings constructed
about 1900 are local landmarks. The Caswell County Jail, located immsdiately
southwest of the courthousse, is a two-story brick Romanasqus Hevival styla
building, with segmental-srched windows and a brick corbel corpice. The
southeast room of the first story and the entirs second story serw as
prisonar's quartars, and this section retains the original iron cells, gallows
and doors mada by Stewart Jail Works Company of Gincinnati, Ohiov. The ra-
maining five rooms of the first story serve as jailer's living quarters, with
a metal food glot batwsan the jailer's lkitehsn and the firgt-floor prisomsrs!
guartetrs. The Barzillai Graves House, located on the south side of West Main
Street, was built by a young county sheriff Barzillai Shuford Graveas for his
bride. The structure is a picturesque two-story frame building with an
Italianate bracketed cornice and porches with handsome coupled Cordnthi
columns. '

The archetypal slsepy Sonthern courthouse square, with ths Civil War
mommant centerad in the green and bordarsad on four sides by stroets, is lined
with a parade of early twentieth century commerclial buildings. The north sids
contains the moest striking row, consisting of a brick building with a mansard
faise front, a narrow brick late Victorian stora with a brackst cornice, and
the Nerthwestern Bank, a2 y9llow brick Glassical Revival building with an im-
posing full-height Doric portico suparimposed cn the facada. Gold lattars in
the panels ol the enizblature of this charming twentisth century false front
announce that the hank was founded in 1906 and tha building ersctad in 1722,
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Yanceywilla citizens still live in t.ha:u‘ Grask Revival hnuaes and
transact businass under the shadow of ths imposing Thctur:La,n courthonse.
The domsstle, commercial, and institutionsl Gresk Revival buildings reflisct
the range of interpretations obtalnable within the Oreek Revival styls,
ranging from the refined statsliness of Dongola to the refrsshing simplicity
of the Ablsha Slade House to the wernacular robustness of the Brick Stora.
The Yanceyviile Hisitoric District, recalling ths town's anisbellum tobaceo-
cantered boom era, contains one of the largest and most consistent groupingd
of Grask Revival buildings in North Carolina.

Caswall County, created out of Orangs County in 1777 by the Gemsral
fsgembly of North Carolips, was @divided in half in 1791 with the aasterno
half establishad as Person County and the western half remaining as fCaswalil
County. Ieasburg, the county ssat, was abolished, and the sites of tha new
county seats were lefi up to the county justices. The Caswell County
justmes employad a Mr. Poston, a surveyor, to find the gecgraphiec center
of the dosunty, ths new county seat site, and to lay off. the "Public Lotts.”
As stipulated by the General Assewbly, tha first GCounty Court of Pleas and
Quartar Seszions aftar the astablishment of the county in March, 1792, was
held at Joseph Smith's tavern. The June and September court sessions of
1792 wars also held there. The July, 1793 session met at ". ; . the place
appointad for the New Court House." John Graves, owner of this land,
donatsd a portion of it for the courthouse. The court appointed Graves the
"atendard bearer” for the county, and ordersd him to kesp the official
county weights and weasures at his house, which must have besn nearby. Tha
county ssat, called "Caswell Court House," developed very slowly. The first
sevaral county court sessions were kept busy astablishing committess to lay
off roads connecting the already eatablished settlaments with the new
governmant cenlar. As late as 1810, Bartlett Tancey, one of the most famous
statesman producad By the county, whe was born and lived near Caswell Court
House, wrote that ". . . the whols of the posgsessions thare belong to’ Capts
John Craves and his Sons. . . .™ By this tims, according' to Yancey's
caleuwlations, the villags cont-ained " . . 2 taverns, a Stors, a Hatter's
Shop with about 15 houses. . . ." Ths Caswall Academy, which had been
chartared by the state in 1802, was located within onefourth mile of towm.
Richmond and Patersburg sarved as morkets for the village's producs.

This smbryonic psriod lasted until tha sarly 1B830s, whan the cﬁunty
gazt, reflecting the awaksning of the county itself, entered a badm era
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which lasted until the Civil War. The April, 1831, ssssion of couaty court
approwed a plan for a naw courtheuse, and by 1833 the building was substan-
tially finished. In 1833 the heretofors nameless county seat was dasignated
Yaneeyville, in honor of the Yancey family. Dr. Allen Gunn, Thomas D. Johns-
ton, John C. Harvey, Paul A. Haralsonm, and Colonel Thomas Gravas wers appoints
town cormissionars., In 1832 the first church in town, the Presbytarian ChurchT
was erectad. By 1840 a2 weskly nswspaper, The Rubicon, a debating club, &
milliner, a coach maksr, a dry goods and grocery stors, and even an indugtry--
the Yanecayville Silk Growing and Manufacturing Company--had appeared. The
tobaceo plantation owners in the vicinity gradually acquired "town" land, and
naarly every taxpaysr in tha 1850 tax lists in the Richmond District, in which
Yancayville was lacated, owned both a large rural tract and lots in Yanceyville.
Certain citizens were bacoming wealthy. Ir. Allen Gunn, in town by 1830 prac-- -
ticirg madieine and engaging in various business ventures, listsd 211 slawes
in the 1638-1839 tax lists. Thomas D. Johnston, who had coms 4o Yanceyvills
by 1828, became a prominsnt merchant, president of the Bank of Yanceyvills,
and civic Jeader. His property was valued at $161,000 in the 1860 census,
making him the richest man in town and sacond most wealthy in the county; the
consus listed Bl slaves at his plantation and 32 slaves slsewhers, presumably
at his places of businass. Captain James Poteat, a planter, listed 105 slavss
valuad at over 343,000 in the 1863 tax lists. The 1850 census listad fiwvs
coaclmakers, two coachpainiers, and thres cabinetmakers in Yanceywille. Two
hotels, the Village Hotel and Potaat's Hotel, rivaled one another for guests.

Like the county itself, the ecunomy of Yanceyville revolved around tobaccg.
Al though the industrial schedule of the 1860 census listed fiwe tobacco factories
in Yanesyvills employing an awverags of 1Ll workers, the tewn was too closa to
Danvilles and Lynchburg to develop as an independsnt market for looss-leaf
auction sales or a tobacco manufaciuring center. TYanceyvills was important
tduring the ninetesnth century for the contribution which its tobacco planters
mads to the seientific cultivation of tobacco and to the organization of
tobacoco growsrs in the (Grangs movemsnt and other groups to achiave standardizat
tion of warehouse pricas. Ahbisha Slade, whose slawve Stephan in 1639 cured a
barnful of tebacco to a bright golden color using charcoal as a fusl instead
of wood, became by 1856 ths model for tobacco growsrs in the Virginia-Worth
CGarcline arsa. OSlade was an snthusiastie and articulate proponsnt of the naw
curlng method, which resulted in the revitalization of ths Pisdmont counties
of both North Carclinz and Virginia, the future Bright Tobacco Belt, whose
impeverighed scil was discoverad to be capable of growing tobacco which could
ba curad to a bright yeilew. Ahisha bought lots in Yanceywille, held an
interest in ths Villaze Hotel, sarwved as celerk of the county court from 1B13-
1853, and then abandoned politics to devote himself full-time to tobacco cul-
tivatien. Othar influential figures in Yanceyville wers IDr. N. M. Roan,
William Long, and Azariah Graves, who were among thoss who chartered the
"Border Grange Bank" in Danville in 1B79, an attempt through the Grange to
improve pricss for tobacco farmers. These three men were laaders in the Grengd
in the Bright Bslt. A1l were well-known tobacco growers, who wrote in tohacco
magazines and journals concerning their axperimentation on fertilizer types %o
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increase tobacco production and their work to davelop reliable curing technigu

The Civil War was dissstrous for the tobaceo-based anonomy of Yanceyville

HE »

L

for the marpower which snabled planters to produce so much tobaceo was libarated.

Capltal dissppesrsd. The town had no watar or rail transportation. Ths
political scene became explosive as a rasult of the resentment of cutside in-
tarvantion in local govwernment and the political participation of bhlacks. The
Fu $lux Xlan chapter in Caswall County was onme of the most active in North
Carclina, and the hatred and bitterness of the Reconstruction Pariod throughou

the atate was embodiaed in the murder by members of the Klan of Jobm W. Stephans,

a resentod politicisn, in the Caswall County Courthouss on May 20, 1870.
Governor William W. Holden immediately imposed martial law on the entirs count
Holdan was later impsached, the only North Carclina gowwernor ever foreibly
removad from office. The economy of Yancayville has remaimad tobacco-based
throughout the twentieth cantury, but it has newer repainsd ite antebellum
prosperity. Although the town contains sewral industries, i1t is primarily

a market for the suwrrounding countryside. '
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