
           
 
 

Yank Stewart 
 
 
 Charles Willis (“Yank”) Stewart, Jr., was born February 19, 1906, in Virginia.1 He died 
October 1, 1985, in Wilmington, North Carolina, thus attaining 79 years. When a young man 
his nickname was “Willie.” Exactly when and why he obtained the nickname “Yank” is not 
known. 
 
 He was a son of Charles Willis Stewart and Susan Beckleheimer, who were married in 
West Virginia. The following is from a newspaper account of the murder trial of Charles Willis 
Stewart and C. Elmer Stewart: 
 
“He said that he was born in Virginia and lived there until 12 years of age, when he moved to 
West Virginia, settling later at Oak Hill, in that state. He went to Salem, Virginia, in 1907, and 
two years later to Cascade, Virginia. Stewart said that he went to Wilmington in October, 
1912. His occupation, he said, was carpenter, and he named several places in Wilmington 
where he had worked. Among them was on the customhouse job, where he worked on the 
interior. Stewart testified that he was a member of the Carpenters’ union and one time 
chairman of the Senior Mechanics, The Golden Eagle, Odd Fellows, Junior Mechanics and 
also the Wilmington Trade Council, of which at one time he was chairman. Until he had been 
crippled, he said, he was in good standing in all of these organizations. He moved to 
Brunswick County about seven years ago.”2

 
 
  Charles Willis Stewart  Born:  c. 1874 (Virginia) 
       Died:  17 April 1925 (Raleigh, NC) 
       Buried: Bellvue Cemetery 
         Wilmington, NC 
       Residence: 118 Meares Street 
         Wilmington, NC 
 
  Susan Beckleheimer  Born: 
       Died: 
 
  Oscar Stewart   Born:  18 November 1893 
       Died:  15 April 1915 (California) 
       Buried: National Cemetery 
         Wilmington, NC 
 
  Anthony Dewitt Stewart Born:  c. 1898 
       Died: 
                                                 
1 He claims that he was born in West Virginia, but his North Carolina death record shows a Virginia birth. 
2 News-Dispatch 9 October 1924. 
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  C. Elmer Stewart   Born:  c. 1902 
       Died:  17 April 1925 (Raleigh, NC) 
       Buried: Bellvue Cemetery 
         Wilmington, NC 
 
  Charles Willis Stewart, Jr. Born:  19 February 1906 (West Virginia) 
       Died:  1 October 1985  
 
   
 
  Elsie G. Stewart   Born: 
       Died: 
       Married: (1) Roy Noring; (2) W. J. Cottle 
       Children: C. L. Noring (not confirmed) 
 
 
  Lorenna Stewart   Born: 
       Died: 
       Married: (1) Rufus Squires; (2) John Golden3

       Residence: 108 Wright Street 
         Wilmington, NC 
 
  Possible Third Daughter4 Born: 
       Died: 
       Married: Unknown Thompson 
_______________ 
 
 Oscar Stewart was killed as a result of a Ferris wheel accident at the 1915 San Francisco 
World’s Fair. 
 
Criminal Record and Escapades of Yank Stewart 
 
1925 (March 28) 
 
A March 30, 1924, newspaper article stated that charges of abduction for immoral purposes 
would be preferred against Willie Stewart and Ernest Tolar in connection with an arrest while 
on a camping and traveling trip with “three little Beaufort girls The following is from a 
newspaper account of the murder trial of Charles Willis Stewart and C. Elmer Stewart”: 
 
“Charges of abduction for immoral purposes will be preferred against Tolar and Stewart, 
Sheriff Wade said. The girls will not be prosecuted but will be returned to their homes. Later 

                                                 
3 Also seen as B. Golden. 
4 See the 18 April 1925 News-Dispatch account of the burial of the two executed Stewarts: “The father is survived 
by his wife, three daughters, Mrs. Rufus Squires, Mrs. Elsie G. Norin, Mrs. Thompson; and two sons, Anthony 
Stewart of this city, and Willie Stewart.” 
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developments showed the car used in making the trip to be the property of Stewart and it will 
be turned over to his sister for the present.”5

 
 
1925 (January 12) 
 
On January 12 Stewart was charged with being drunk and disorderly and spent 30 days on the 
roads in default of $10 and costs. 
 
1925 (February 20) 
 
Stewart was arrested on Market Street in Wilmington, North Carolina, when seen by police 
officers to be in a drunken condition. He entered the police automobile without resisting but 
attempted to escape shortly after the car began to move. He was subdued after a struggle. A 
revolver was found in his possession. He is alleged to have shot Robert Revill in the foot 
earlier in the evening. This is the night before Stewart was scheduled to appear in court for 
judgment in a prior criminal matter. 
 
1925 (February 21) 
 
Sentenced to nine months on the roads by Judge John L. Pearse in the February 21, 1925, 
session of recorder’s court, following conviction on a multiplicity of charges. Young Stewart 
announced that he would appeal the lower court’s judgment. He was convicted of assaulting a 
female, simple assault, drunk, and assault with a deadly weapon. A fifth charge (resisting 
arrest) was merged with the more serious charge, assault with a deadly weapon. A sentence of 
six months was imposed for this offence. Three one-month sentences ran the total up to nine. 
 
1925 (March 5) 
 
Attempted to escape from New Hanover County Jail. 
 
1925 (March 17) 
 
This was the appeal of the 21 February 1925 sentence, which backfired because the court 
increased the sentence to 15 months in the New Hanover County Stockade (charges of two 
assaults, assault with a deadly weapon, and resisting an officer). Unclear is whether the 
offenses committed February 20, 1925, resulted in the longer sentence. Note that one 
newspaper report stated, apparently erroneously, that he was serving a 15-month sentence for 
violating “prohibition laws.”6

 
 
 
 

                                                 
5 Wilmington Star-News, March 30, 1924. The newspaper article did not positively identify Willie Stewart as 
Charles Willis Stewart, Jr. 
6 News-Dispatch, 16 April 1925. 
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1925 (April 27) 
 
North Carolina Governor McLean on his own motion on April 27, 1925, paroled Willie 
Stewart, son of C. W. Stewart and brother of Elmer Stewart who were electrocuted April 17, 
1925, at State prison for the murder of Leon George and U. S. Deputy Marshal Sam Lilly in 
Brunswick County July 1924. 
   
1925 (September 9) 
 
Stewart boarded a train in Wallace, North Carolina, headed for Virginia where his mother was 
said to be residing. This followed the discovery by police of eight gallons of whiskey in the 
home of Stewart near Front and Wright streets in Wilmington, North Carolina. Whether 
Stewart was arrested and encouraged to leave the jurisdiction was not made clear by the News-
Dispatch article (10 September 1925). 
 
1925 (September 10) 
 
After police found the eight gallons of illegal whiskey in Stewart’s Wilmington home they 
notified federal officials who searched the Stewart home in Brunswick County about twelve 
miles from Wilmington. There they discovered a whiskey still “complete in almost every 
detail” set up in the garage. The apparatus was confiscated, but no arrests were made. William 
Stewart had left the city hurriedly the day before. Wilmington Star-News, September 11, 1925. 
 
1926 (January 25) 
 
Stewart was arrested Monday morning, January 25, 1926, following a raid at his home, 108 
Wright Street, Wilmington, North Carolina, where officers found him concealed in a trunk. He 
was wanted by city, state, and federal authorities in connection with liquor law (prohibition) 
violations. He was arraigned Tuesday, January 26, 1926, before Judge George Harriss, but the 
case against him, charging violation of the prohibition law, was left open. 
 
1926 (January 28) 
 
Stewart was sentenced to serve eighteen months on the county roads for violating the North 
Carolina prohibition laws. The sentence would run concurrently with the time remaining on the 
sentence that the North Carolina Governor had paroled in 1925. The court had requested 
direction from the Governor but not was forthcoming because the Governor was absent from 
Raleigh. 
 
1927 (June) 
 
An article in the March 3, 1930, edition of the News-Dispatch is a bit confusing as it has 
Stewart escaping from the New Hanover County road gang in June 1927: 
 
“In March, 1925, Stewart was given four four-month sentences to the county roads in superior 
court here, was given a parole by the governor and went to Georgia, where convicted on 
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another charge, he was confined in the federal prison at Atlanta, according to reports. He 
escaped, returned here, was again put on the roads, escaping from the hospital in June, 1927. 
1927 (September 15-16) 
 
Stewart, who was serving a long road term for a multiplicity of offenses for which he had been 
forgiven by the Governor until his parole was broken, escaped from the road gang. 
 
1927 (September 19) 
 
Stewart was taken into custody early the morning of September 19, 1927, at the home of Earl 
Brown, by Sheriff Jackson and his men, the youth being found asleep on a “pallet” in a back 
bedroom. 
 
1927-1928 
 
Escaped from the New Hanover, North Carolina, prison road camp and began operating a “rum 
running” business from Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
1928 (fall) 
 
In the fall of 1928 Stewart was sentenced in a Charleston, South Carolina, federal court to a 
sixteen-month prison sentence for “rum running,” the time to be spent in federal prison in 
Chillicothe.7 Note the following from the April 4, 1930, edition of the Wilmington Star-News: 
 
“It is reported that Stewart escaped [from the New Hanover prison] in June, 1927, and since 
that time has been in the federal prison at Atlanta, Ga., for an offense committed in Florida.” 
 
1929 
 
Stewart escaped from the federal prison in Chillicothe, after serving about six months of the 
sixteen-month term. This would place the escape late winter or the spring of 1929. 
 
It appears that Stewart also served a term in Duplin County, North Carolina, for breaking into a 
filling station near Kenansville, North Carolina. Whether this offense occurred after his escape 
from the Chillicothe federal prison is not clear. However on June 7, 1929, the Raleigh Times 
reported that 23-year-old C. W. Stewart was in Wake County join Friday awaiting the time 
when federal officers will carry him back to the federal prison at Chillicothe to serve the 
balance of a sixteen-month prison term imposed on him in the fall of 1928, in Charleston, S. 
C., federal court for rum-running. Stewart was held for federal officers in Duplin County, 
where he had served a term for breaking into a filling station near Kenansville. Young Stewart 
was brought to Raleigh late Thursday afternoon by Deputy Marshal Elbert Fitzgerald. After 
serving his sentence at Chillicothe, New Hanover officers will bring him back to New Hanover 
to serve out the rest of his term. Before escaping from the Chillicothe prison, young Stewart 
had served about six months of his sixteen-month term. News-Dispatch, 9 June 1929. 
                                                 
7 Exactly where this prison was located is unclear. However, there is a federal prison in Chillicothe, Ohio. But it is 
believed that Stewart was in federal prison in Atlanta, from which he escaped. 
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1930 (March) 
 
Apparently after completing his sentence in the Atlanta federal prison Stewart was brought 
back to North Carolina where his old friend, Judge Harriss, ordered him on March 3, 1930, to 
serve the remaining two months of his original sentence (the one with respect to which he had 
been paroled by the North Carolina governor in 1925. News-Dispatch 3 March 1930. By this 
time Stewart had escaped from prison three times. 
 
1930 (April 3) 
 
Stewart escaped from the New Hanover County Stockade for the third time. 
 
1930 (October 29) 
 
Stewart was arrested in Fayetteville, North Carolina, on a charge of breaking into a store in 
Wampee, South Carolina. The News-Dispatch reported that Stewart probably would be 
returned to the South Carolina town for trial before being sent to New Hanover County to 
continue his sentence. 
 
1930 (November 16) 
 
He apparently was convicted of the South Carolina offense (or was awaiting trial) because he 
was confined to a Horry County Jail in Conway, South Carolina. A November 16, 1930, article 
in the Wilmington Star-News reported that on November 15, 1930, “Yank” Stewart8 went 
berserk and beat the other prisoners, eventually having to be subdued with chloroform. 
 
1930 (December 18) 
 
Escaped from the Horry County Jail in Conway, South Carolina. He, of course, was still 
wanted in Wilmington, North Carolina, where he escaped from the chain gang. 
 
1930 (December 22) 
 
Yank Stewart was captured in the old Liberty Shipyard in Wilmington, North Carolina. In its 
23 December 1930 article the Wilmington Star-News referred to Stewart as ‘Yank.” He 
surrendered to overwhelming force without a show of resistance. He was wanted in New 
Hanover County to complete an unexpired term on the county road gang, where he was sent on 
conviction of violating the prohibition law. He escaped about a year ago. He also faces charges 
for jail breaking. 
 
1930 (December 23) 
 
According to a December 23, 1930, article in The Wilmington News, Stewart was sent by 
Judge Harriss back to the chain gang. 
 
                                                 
8 This was the first use of “Yank” seen in the newspaper reports of Stewarts escapades. 
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1931 (February 26) 
 
Taken back to Conway, South Carolina, after completing his unexpired prison term in New 
Hanover County, North Carolina. He had almost sawed through both his arm and leg shackles 
when the South Carolina authorities came for him. 
 
1933 (March 22) 
 
Completed South Carolina prison sentence for holding up a filling station in Horry County. 
Arrested in Wilmington, North Carolina, in connection with a March 14, 1933, Conway, South 
Carolina bank robbery. 
 
1933 (March 24) 
 
Cleared of charges in connection with South Carolina bank robbery and released from jail. 
 
1933 (June 10) 
 
Again imprisoned in the New Hanover County, North Carolina, Stockade to serve a six-month 
sentence in connection with liquor charges, Yank Stewart escaped June 10, 1933. 
 
1933-1935 
 
On March 24, 1933, Yank Stewart was a free man in Wilmington, North Carolina. However, 
between that date and January 31, 1935, he apparently was imprisoned in both North Carolina 
(see the June 10, 1933, entry above) and Virginia. The 1 February 1935 edition of The 
Wilmington News reported his capture: 
 
“Willie (Yank) Stewart, young but notorious Brunswick county man, was arrested with three 
companions at a house near Sixth and Meares streets [Wilmington, North Carolina] last night 
[January 31, 1935] by officers who later found two revolvers and an automatic concealed in 
the house. Stewart is a escapee from North Carolina and Virginia prisons, sheriff’s deputies 
said. They said he left six months of a term unexpired when he made his getaway in this state 
[North Carolina] and seven year unexpired when he escaped in Virginia.” If he had six months 
remaining he had served very little of the six-month North Carolina sentence. The Virginia 
sentence was for “car robbery.” After escaping from the Virginia prison he went to Florida 
where authorities sought him in connection with a “highway robbery.” 
 
1935 (April 7) 
 
After being captured as described immediately above, Stewart apparently was transferred to a 
North Carolina state prison near Goldsboro, North Carolina. He escaped in late March 1935. 
He was stopped by South Carolina patrolmen as he drove a stolen car but managed to evade 
escape by running into the woods, firing a gun as he went. That night, he went back to the jail 
and stole the car again! 
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1935 (April 9) 
 
Stewart was captured again in a room in the Purcell House, 16 North Front Street, Wilmington, 
North Carolina, a lodging house, and charged with highway robbery and larceny of an 
automobile. 
 
1935 (May 17) 
 
Stewart was sentenced by Judge J. Paul Frizzelle, New Hanover Superior Court Judge, to a 
twelve-year sentence in Central Prison (Raleigh, North Carolina)9 for larceny of an automobile 
and robbery. 
 
Apparently, Stewart was soon reassigned to a road gang because on July 24, 1937, he escaped 
from a North Carolina prison camp in Bryson City (Jackson County, North Carolina). He 
earlier had attempted to escape from the Caledonia prison camp but was thwarted when guards 
shot him. He recuperated in the prison hospital at Raleigh for months before he was able to be 
sent to a road camp again. 
 
1937 (September 3) 
 
Yank Stewart was captured in Washington, D. C. The September 3, 1937, article that appeared 
in The Wilmington News is a bit confusing as to his incarcerations and escapes, especially the 
purported 1932 escape from Central Prison in Raleigh, North Carolina: 
 
“Stewart’s escapes date back to 1932 when he escaped from the state prison at Raleigh. He 
was arrested and imprisoned in Richmond, Va., escaped again and was re-arrested in Raleigh 
and escaped for the third time. His latest escape was made from the Jackson county prison 
camp July 24 [1937] while he was serving eight to ten years for highway robbery. He was 
sentenced May 13, 1935, in New Hanover Superior Court. When he completes his term in 
North Carolina, the state of Virginia has requested that he be turned over to Virginia 
authorities.” 
 
1937-1948 
 
What happened during this eleven-year period? 
 
 
1948 
 
Stewart finally completes original 15-month sentence. 
 
 

                                                 
9 Central Prison, completed in December 1884 for $1.25 million, was the first prison built in North 
Carolina. It took inmates 14 years to construct the original castle-like structure, built with granite 
quarried just outside the prison's east wall. The prison is located on 29 acres of land, most of it 
enclosed by a double wire fence with razor ribbon on top, located west of downtown Raleigh. 
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1954 
 
Stewart was out of prison, but was implicated in a series of robberies. After being arrested, he 
complained of stomach pain but, when deputies tried to take him to the hospital, he escaped 
and robbed a grocery store. Consequently, he was declared an outlaw. Later that same day he 
was captured. 
 

Convicted of robbing a grocery store and sent to Central 
Prison in Raleigh, North Carolina, to serve a twenty-five-
year sentence. After officers arrested him he feigned 
illness and held up two deputies on the way to the 
hospital, fleeing with their guns, money, and car. 
 
Note that this 1954 newspaper article refers Yank 
Stewart’s stepson, Mickey Ramsey, age 27. Thus, Stewart 
was (or had been) married to the mother of Mickey 
Ramsey, and was not her first husband. 
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Statesville Record & Landmark, 8 October 1954 (Statesville, North Carolina) 
1959 (October 25) 
 
In 1959, Yank Stewart and James Edward Christy escaped from Central Prison in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, by sawing their way out of a prison ward. They slid down a rope made of bed 
sheets, taking improvised ladders with them. The two ladders, taped together, were used to 
scale the eight-foot wall topped with four feet of barbed wire. 
 
The Daily Times News, March 2, 1964 (Burlington, North Carolina): 
 
Few Have Accomplished Feat 
Central Prison Escape List Is Small One 
By Reese Hart 
 
Raleigh, N.C. (AP) 
 

The thought of escape gnaws at many long-term inmates inside Central Prison 
here, but few have ever tried to break out.  
 
Even fewer have accomplished it. 
 
Not since Oct. 25, 1959, has an escape been engineered at the 30-year-old prison. 
In the pre-dawn hours of that day Charles (Yank) Stewart and James Edward 
Christy staged an incredible break over the high wall. But their freedom was short-
lived. 
 
Today, Stewart languishes in a maximum security cell. Christy works in one of the 
prison shops. 
 
“Custody comes first with us, so escape is an ever present problem,” said Warden 
K. B. Bailey. “We’ve been exceptionally fortunate that only a few escapes have 
occurred over the years. After all, the prison is not escape proof. The building is 
old. But we take every precaution to try to keep down any escape attempt.” 
 
The biggest break from the high-walled institution was staged on April 22, 1933, 
when nine long-termers made their way to temporary freedom through a 50-foot 
tunnel under the east wall. All were captured. In August, 1937, eight prisoners 
tunneled their way under a wall, only to be apprehended later.  
 
The late Otto Wood, whose criminal exploits became a legend in the 1920s, 
escaped five times from Central Prison. In May, 1924, he and another prisoner 
obtained a gun and forced the foreman of a prison plant to drive them through the 
gate. On another occasion he hid inside a concrete pipe and rode to freedom in a 
freight car. 
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Wood, a one-armed killer, was slain in a gun battle with Police Chief R. L. Rankin 
in Salisbury on Dec. 31, 1930. 
 
Stewart, regarded as the prison’s “number one tough guy,” is kept in a cell because 
of his ability to get out of prison. He has escaped seven times. 
 
The slippery New Hanover native was returned to North Carolina last year after 
completing sentences at federal prisons in Atlanta and Alcatraz for crimes 
committed following his escape from Ivy Bluff Prison in Caswell County in 
December, 1959.  
 
Stewart and Christy escaped from Central Prison in 1959 by sawing their way out 
of a prison ward. They slid down a rope made of bed sheets, taking improvised 
ladders with them. The two ladders, taped together, were used to scale the eight-
foot wall topped with four feet of barbed wire. 
 
“We’re not taking any chances with him,” Bailey said. “He’s very belligerent and 
thinks everyone is against him. He is taken out of his cell two or three times a 
week and permitted to have exercise.” 
 
Stewart has sentences totaling 23 years to serve. 
 
Weapons are an incentive to try to escape, Bailey said. To avoid this, guards 
frequently search the cellblocks. 
 
“Once in a while we turn up a weapon, such as a homemade dagger,” he said. 
 
Bailey, who started as a guard at the prison in 1936 and was appointed warded in 
1952, would like to see a new Central Prison built. 
 
“The present building is outmoded and in a congested area not conducive to a 
prison,” he explained. “When it was completed in 1874 this area was in the 
country. Our guard towers are manned with powerful 30-30 rifles. A wild shot 
from a tower during an attempted escape could be disastrous in such a thickly 
populated area. We could still use this prison, but we need a new one for maximum 
security inmates.” 
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The Daily Times-News, 28 October 1959 
Burlington, North Carolina 
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1959 (December) 
 
Escaped from Ivy Bluff Prison, Blanche, North Carolina, which was called North Carolina’s 
“little Alcatraz” and billed as escape-proof. “In 1959 Yank Stewart took 19 of the state’s most 
hardened criminals through nine steel doors and past six guards to freedom from the state’s 
‘little Alcatraz’ maximum security prison at Ivy Bluff. 
 
Purportedly, after the Ivy Bluff escape (and capture) Stewart spent federal stints at 
Leavenworth, Alcatraz (where he remained until the prison closed), and Lewisburg (where he 
had been before and now completed his federal sentence). 
 
And Yank Stewart was the ring leader of the largest prison break in the history of North 
Carolina. After escaping from Central Prison in 1959 Stewart was transferred to a newly 
constructed maximum-security facility in Caswell County, North Carolina, Ivy Bluff Prison. 
This state-of-the art prison was described as "escape-proof"! Not only did Yank Stewart escape 
from Ivy Bluff Prison in December 1959, he took along nineteen of his inmate friends! So 
much for "escape-proof." 
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Mansfield News-Journal (Mansfield, Ohio), 8 December 1959 
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Charleston Daily Mail, 11 December 1959 
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Charleston Daily Mail, 11 December 1959 
 
 
 
1960-1962 
 
Stewart apparently was in federal prison during this time, possible at Alcatraz. However, after 
the Ivy Bluff escape he purportedly also spent time federal time in Alcatraz, Atlanta, and 
Lewisburg. It appears that Lewisburg (Pennsylvania) was his last federal prison before being 
returned to Central Prison in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 
1962-1963 
 
Yank Stewart reportedly was a prisoner at Alcatraz federal prison when it closed, which was 
June 1963. And, Alcatraz prison records show the following: 
 
Prisoner Number: 1469 
Name: Charles Stewart 
Ethnicity: White 
A. E.: N 
Crime: Interstate Escape Risk 
 
In the fall of 1962 began the relocation of Alcatraz prisoners. When Yank Stewart left the 
Rock is not known. 
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Most of the criminals serving time in Alcatraz were repeat offenders and had in fact committed 
crimes while in another prison. To some extent Alcatraz was the prison system's prison. Many 
of the prisoners on Alcatraz had also served time at Leavenworth Penitentiary (KS), Atlanta 
Penitentiary (GA), Florida State Penitentiary (FL), Lewisburg Penitentiary (PA), McNeil 
Island Prison (WA), San Quentin Prison (CA), and Terre Haute Prison (IN). Alcatraz had 336 
cells each nine feet by five feet. There were three stories of cells consisting of Blocks B, C, 
and D. In D block there were six solitary confinement cells. Alcatraz averaged 250 prisoners at 
one time and contained a total of 1576 prisoners during its 29 years of business. 
 
The daily activities of the prisoners on Alcatraz are definitely a point of interest. The activities 
(except for those in solitary) consisted of meals, exercise, and cell time. Those prisoners who 
were given special priveleges were allowed to work. Those who worked either did laundry for 
the military or did hard labor outside. Alcatraz, of course, was a maximum security prison. The 
prisoners were kept distant from the outside world and were pretty uninformed. There was 
little recreation and radio allowed. There was absolutely no rehabilitaion, professional 
counseling, or television. 
 
Source: http://www.scrappygraphics.com/Alcatraz/Prison/Prisoners/prisoners.html
 
It became the place that all the country's rotten eggs were put. 
 
Did Yank Stewart go from Alcatraz to North Carolina Central Prison? Apparently, Lewisburg 
(PA) was his last federal prison before being returned to North Carolina. 
 
1963 
 
The following is from The Daily Times News (Burlington, North Carolina) (October 5, 1963): 

Remaining Escapee Is Apprehended. Raleigh (AP) -- The last of the 20 inmates 
who made their way out of Ivy Bluff prison on a bleak December day in 1959 is 
back in a North Carolina cell. 
 
How long he will stay there nobody knows. The prisoner is Yank Stewart, one of 
the most daring escape artists in North Carolina prison history. After the Ivy Bluff 
escape, Stewart spent almost three years in a variety of federal prisons, including 
now-closed Alcatraz. 
 
But Stewart returned on a sour note. Prisons Director George Randall said that 
Steward "spit in the warden's face" in the Pennsylvania prison where he awaited 
transfer to North Carolina. 
 
Earlier, according to Randall, guards found a knife in a bar of soap in his room. 
They also found a handcuff key hidden in his dentures. 
 
But North Carolina prisons have never been too good at holding Stewart. He has 
escaped from them in six of his seven trips over the wall. 

http://www.scrappygraphics.com/Alcatraz/Prison/Prisoners/prisoners.html
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In 1963, Stewart was returned to Central Prison in Raleigh and surprised everyone by 
beginning a long period of good behavior. An appeal won him a new trial in Wilmington in 
1966 and his original twenty-five years was cut to nine years, seven months. 
 
 1966 
 
New trial on car theft and robbery resulted in sentence being reduced from twenty-five years to 
nine years, seven months. And, this eventually was reduced by an additional two years. 
 
1968 (August) 
 
Stewart first becomes eligible for parole.  
 
1969 (April) 
 
Stewart, after spending 36 years behind bars and after escaping at least thirty times, is given a 
parole review. Moved from Central Prison to the Columbus County unit after being stabbed by 
another inmate. 
 
1970 
 
Paroled and continued on work release in New Hanover County, North Carolina. 
 
1971 (July 19) 
 
On July 19, 1971, Yank Stewart became a free man. Earlier he had been placed on work 
release. 
 
“Stewart is probably best known in the state for leading a prison break from the maximum 
security prison unit at Ivey Bluff Prison in Caswell County. The break made headlines over 
North Carolina, and was the first – and probably only – escape from the maximum security 
facility.” Wilmington Star-News, July 20, 1971. 
 
1976 
 
North Carolina outlaw law declared unconstitutional by federal court. Yank Stewart 
interviewed by the Wilmington Star-News. 
 
1981 
 
Yank Stewart, 78, makes the newspapers again in connection with a shooting. Stewart claimed 
that someone shot him with a shotgun. 
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1985 
 
October 1, 1985, Yank Stewart dies. 
 
Central Prison (Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Central Prison, completed in December 1884 for $1.25 million, was the first prison built in 
North Carolina.10 It took inmates 14 years to construct the original castle-like structure, built 
with granite quarried just outside the prison's east wall. The prison is located on 29 acres of 
land, most of it enclosed by a double wire fence with razor ribbon on top, located west of 
downtown Raleigh. 
 

The original structure has undergone 
significant change. In the 1940's, the three-
story prison industries building was constructed 
to house the state license plate fabrication 
operation and a complete print shop. In the 
1960's, an acute care infirmary hospital opened 
with wards for 86 patients, operating rooms, X-
Ray laboratories and a pharmacy. The 
infirmary now operates a mobile surgical unit 
for same-day-surgery.  In the 1970's, two 
mental health wings were constructed with a 
total of 144 single bed rooms.  

 Central Prison - circa 1900 
 NC Division of Archives and History 

The prison underwent major renovations in the 1980's. During the $28.8 million first phase of 
construction, a maximum security housing building with 384 single cells, a custody control 
and administration building, central services building and central plant utility systems were 
built. In the $8.6 million second phase of construction, the three-story working resident 
building was built with single cells for 192 inmates who are assigned jobs within the confines 
of the prison. 

A central security corridor runs the entire length of the institution. All facilities are connected 
to this corridor that has control stations and sally ports to control access along the corridor and 
into each building. 

 

                                                 
10 In 1868, North Carolina adopted a new State Constitution that provided for building a state 
penitentiary. Inmates began building the state's first prison, Central Prison, in 1870 and moved into the 
completed castle-like structure in December 1884. In 1881, the state leased two tracts of land near 
Raleigh for inmates to farm. State law 379 enacted in 1885 provided for the allowance of good time as 
an incentive for inmate cooperation.  
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The prison serves many functions. It houses the state's execution chamber, deathwatch area 
and men's death row. The infirmary and mental health facility serve the needs of male inmates 
from around the state. It also serves as a diagnostic center, the point of entry into the prison 
system for male felons, age 22 years or older, with sentences greater than 20 years. 

While security requires that certain inmates remain in their cells, there are more than 260 
inmate job assignments to include working in the kitchen, laundry or canteen. Inmates also 
work as barbers, janitors and clerks. 

Classes for adult education and preparation for 
the GED tests are offered. Inmates may also 
participate in correspondence college courses 
or classes offered by the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Inmates can attend substance abuse group 
therapy meetings, play team sports and attend 
Bible studies or worship services. 

 

 

 

 

Caledonia Correctional Institute (Halifax County, North Carolina) 

Caledonia Correctional Institution is 
located in Halifax County on 
approximately 7,500 acres that was 
purchased by the state in 1899. It has 
been operated since 1892 as the state 
prison farm. 
With the intent of putting inmates to 
work, the General Assembly leased the 
Caledonia farm in 1890. Nine years 
later, the property was purchased for 
$61,000. Roanoke River flooding 
damaged the farm in 1901 and 1902. In 

1919, the prison farm was auctioned in parcels for a total of $497,000. The auction raised little 
cash since most of the land was purchased on credit. 
 
Flooding problems continued to plague the area and practically the entire farm was 
repossessed by the state within five years of the auction. About 600 inmates were returned to 
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the prison and housed in temporary wooden shacks. They worked to ditch and clear the land 
for farming. In 1925 construction began on a brick dormitory. Inmates moved into the building 
in 1927. Heat and hot water were provided the inmates in 1929. 
 
Caledonia's main building originally housed men and women. Eight dormitories downstairs 
housed men and two dormitories upstairs housed women. Today the dorms house medium 
custody adult male inmates. 
In 1976, 144 additional cells were built. These cells currently house medium custody adult 
male inmates. Another 144 cells built in 1980 are used today to house medium custody 
inmates. The prison also has buildings for vocational classes and recreation. 
Halifax Community College works with the prison to provide vocational classes like cook 
school, block masonry, facility services and small engine repair. Inmates may participate in 
classes for adult education and preparation for the GED tests. Inmates may also take part in 
self-help programs on substance abuse, stress, Narcotics Anonymous, Alcoholics Anonymous, 
DART aftercare, minimum custody readiness and self-improvement. 
 
About 5,500 acres of farmland are under cultivation at Caledonia. Correction Enterprises 
manages the farm which contains cattle, chickens and row crops such as corn, wheat, cotton 
and soybeans. In addition, the inmates farm 300 acres of vegetables like tomatoes, sweet corn, 
collard greens, sweet potatoes, squash, cucumbers and melons. During the off-season, fresh 
vegetables are grown in green houses. One hundred close custody inmates from Caledonia and 
200 minimum custody inmates from nearby Tillery Correctional Center work on the farm 
daily. 
 
Inmates also work in the prison's cannery. The cannery processes and cans crops grown on the 
farm for distribution to prison kitchens across the state. It is 12,770 square feet and has the 
capability of canning about 500,000 gallons of commodities per year. Inmates may also work 
as janitors or kitchen help. 
 
Caledonia houses many long-term offenders and inmates who have difficulty adjusting to 
incarceration. Correction staff work to maintain security while preparing inmates for their 
eventual move to another prison. 
 
DIRECTIONS - Take I-95 north to Halifax County and exit onto N.C. 481. Take N.C. 481 for 
about 18 miles through Enfield to Tillery. At Tillery, take county road 1141 and drive past 
Tillery Correctional Center to Caledonia Correctional Institution 4.5 miles northeast of town. 
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New Hanover County Stockade (North Carolina) 
 
 
 As of 1918 and apparently when Yank Stewart first ran afoul of the law in 1925, New 
Hanover County, North Carolina, had an institution known as the County Stockade, which was 
really a prison for men and women, described as follows: 
 
 It is a concrete structure of the most repellent old style penal type, located in the country 
some four miles from Wilmington. No white boys have been sent there since the Stonewall 
Jackson Training School has been available, but we found 6 colored boys and 2 colored girls 
present on June 6th, 1918. They were all committed from the Recorder’s (or Juvenile) Court, 
the court order reading, “Paroled to F. J. Dempsey.” F. J. Dempsey is superintendent of the 
County Farm which adjoins the County Stockade, but the children paroled to him are with a 
few exceptions lodged and fed at the Stockade. They work during the day, however, under Mr. 
Dempsey’s direction on the farm, apart from the adult prisoners. 
 
 
 
Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary (Lewisburg, Pennsylvania) 
 

 
The Lewisburg Federal Penitentiary is a high security 
prison housing male inmates in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania. 
An adjacent satellite prison camp houses minimum security 
male offenders. The Lewisburg Penitentiary was opened in 
1932. USP Lewisburg is located in central Pennsylvania, 
200 miles north of Washington, DC and 170 miles west of 
Philadelphia.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Atlanta Federal Penitentiary (Atlanta, Georgia) 

The United States Penitentiary (USP) in Atlanta, Georgia, 
houses high security male inmates and has a detention center 
for pre-trial and holdover inmates and a satellite camp for 
minimum security male inmates. 

The USP is located in southeast Atlanta at the junction of 
Boulevard and McDonough Boulevard. 

Atlanta Federal Penitentiary is a high-security prison for men in Atlanta, Georgia. For many 
years it has been a notorious part of the U.S. federal prison system. It also has a detention 



 - 24 -

center for pre-trial and holdover inmates and a camp for minimum security male inmates. The 
prison is located in southeast Atlanta at the junction of Boulevard and McDonough Boulevard. 
Its population as of July 6, 2006 is 1909 in the penitentiary and 554 in the camp. 

The first residents of the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary arrived in 1902. They were the 
beneficiaries of the Three Prisons Act of 1891, which established penitentiaries in 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Atlanta, Georgia; and McNeil Island, Washington. All three facilities 
remain open today. The Atlanta site is the largest Federal prison, with a capacity of 3000 
inmates. 

Bellevue Cemetery (Wilmington, North Carolina) 

There are 4 different books that cover Bellevue Cemetery which began in 1879 as a private 
cemetery company. Some of the following compilations are taken from stones, some from the 
registers, and some include both. It is wise to check all of the volumes. Burial Records of 
Bellevue Cemetery, Wilmington, N.C. compiled by Jeff and Susan Phillips (Call number NC 
929.375627 B). Register of Deaths and Burials, Bellevue Cemetery Company, July 1876 - May 
1988, (Call number NC 929.375627 B) an Eagle Scout project, led by Jonathan T. Rowell of 
Boy Scout Troop 215. Bellevue Cemetery, Wilmington, North Carolina, A Directory of Grave 
Sites, a photocopy of an old hand written listing. Lower Cape Fear Gravestone Records, Vol. 
III (Bellevue Cemetery, Wilmington, North Carolina), by Ida Brooks Killam. (Call number NC 
929.37562 M). 

Miscellaneous Notes 

The Stewart still (moonshine camp), the protection of which resulted in murder, purportedly 
was eight miles downriver from Wilmington. Star 2 August 1924. 

A 22 February 1992 Wilmington Star article stated that Willie Stewart was a member of the 
crew of the Medoc, purportedly a Coast Guard cutter. This has not been confirmed. 

In 1925 Stewart apparently had an aunt in Roanoke, Virginia (paternal or maternal unknown). 

Stewart apparently served time in a Chillicothe federal prison, but the location of this facility is 
unknown. 

_______________ 
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The Kingsport Times 
(Kingsport, Tennessee), 13 
October 1924 
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The Landmark (Statesville, North Carolina), 
31 July 1924 
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The Landmark (Statesville, North Carolina), 31 July 
1924 
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Burlington (N.C.) Times-News, 5 February 1968 
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The Landmark (Statesville, North 
Carolina), 4August 1924 
 
Note that Charles Willis Stewart, 
Jr., the youngest son of C. W. 
Stewart, eventually had a stepson 
named Mickey Ramsey. Query the 
relationship vel non between Jack 
Ramsey and Mickey Ramsey. Was 
Jack Ramsey the brother of Mickey 
Ramsey? 
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The Galveston Daily News, 18 
April 1925 
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Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune, 17 April 1925. 
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Sunday Gazette-Mail (Charleston, West Virginia), 13 
December 1959 
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Burlington (N.C.) Daily Times-News,  
4 November 1959 
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Kingsport News, 14 January 1960 
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