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Josiah T. Settle
Orator, Lawyer, and Legislator
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The advent of the Civil War in 1861 brought Settle northward
whmheromﬂmdunﬁlhadiedinlﬂ“.'ﬂmshegntho!%ﬁm
| existence of Josish T. Settls, affectionately known as Joe. Becsuse
i.thmwmnomlmdschoohandonlyafweolondhmumln
‘Hamilton, Ohio, Joe attondedthewhmschool.Auhmshthchw
‘stipulated that black citizens were entitlad to enrall in white
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*:desegregated schools were unacceptable to Ohio whites. Therefore,
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52

s'
.




Josiah T. Settle : ‘ 53

in Oberlin College. His freshmen peers chose him as class orator, an
honmcovetedbymoustudmn.mnnmdymuck:duringthe
spﬁngoflmhisfatherdieiswumﬂy.ntthomdofhhhuh-
mnyw.holdtObernnundwmttoWahmehuehemmod
thewphommchuofﬂowndUnivadty.HimoUmmat}hw-
ard were rewarding. During his first year there, Joe taught in the
preparatory Then for two years he clerked for a white
man in the educational division of the Freedman's Bureau. Toward
thehnupandhhnnhym.hemdmdmdinadukohho
House of Delegates, & branch of Washington’s territorial government.
Atthetimofhhgnducﬁonhompu(orminghhdnﬁaumadm

Univenttyinian.hojolmdthohwdcpmt.tookmumpm
in district politics, and held several public positions, including clerk
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county schools for the District of Columbia.
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eralcounuuinunyhnd.whmhlsyouthmdbﬂﬂhnoocrubdc
mﬂon.ﬂoaehvmdspeachummmdmwchnd.mio.in
mpponofmynus.GnM’oandldacyforpmidcm.&ondwmc
presidential election, Josiah greduated from the Howard Law
School.}lcwuuglmittodtothebtroftheSumeounoftho
District of Columbia but decided to relocate in Mississippi. He left
thingtoniorumusippiinmhmn.mmfullypw
insthamu'suwmmimdonmwchhms.hewucdmmodtotho
MiuhdpplBuondlocatedutSndis.inthonoﬁhmehsu-
sippioountyof?anohmdformdahwmtnhip,smhmd

He later returned to Washington and married Miss T. T. Vogel-
sans.anﬂnodmdmhivatodladyﬁuml\mpolis,mund.d-
ready distinguished for her superior mentsl qualities. He returned
south with his bride and commenced his law practice.

Missinippi.inwhichthmwasakepuhnanmjoﬂtyofz.soow
munupododlydafutod.AsamamberoftheSnto delegation to
the National Republican Convention in Cincinnati in 1876, he was
elected the State at-large Republican elector for the Hayes-Wheeler
ticket. Instead of supporting the Hayes-Wheeler ticket, he voted for
RoacooConknnuthoRepubliunpmsidenﬁd npominee. At the con-
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vention, he seconded the nomination of Stewart L. Woodford of New
York for Vice-President. Again in 1880 Settls was chosen is Repub-
lican elector on the Garfield-Arthur ticket.

In 1882, at the behest of some party members in Jackson and
Washington, he was strongly urged to represent the Republican
party as their congressional candidate fram the Second Congres-
sional District. At the state convention Settls declined the honor,
however, and nominated General James R. Chalmers, who had re-
cently moved to the Second District. Chalmers received the nomina-
tion and was elected by a clear majority.

In 1883 a coalition of Republican and Democrats made a fusion

ticket for county officers and members of the legislature. Vigorously

oppodnsmhacoalﬂion.&tﬂobolbdmdhemmindependmt
candidate for the legislature. During that campaign he made the most
brilliant efforts of his career. Even though he was opposed by the
ablestspukmofbothpuﬂuonwuyatumplnthcdhmct.ho
enthralied the voters and won election by more than & twelve hun-
dred majority vots.
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the ablest men in the House, earning the respect and sdmiration of
hi:collu;ueﬂorhisontoﬂmhbﬂmu.AtthdioummonIoﬂho
mlogisldmhewumhd.pld-hudodm.uatokmdhis

Aftumnloghhunmion.houmporuuyabmdomdpouum
and devoted his time to the practice of law. In 1885, he moved to
Memphis, Tennessee, and sbout two months later was appointed
Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal Court of Shelby County.
Onnnmlomdouhoreedvodcompumuﬁmtbomunbonch.
In the meantime, he steadily built a reputable law practice.

One observer commenting on Settle's oratarical eloquence and
powerolpermuinnromrhd.‘“l‘hltywn;mistooeloquentto
boupmucutorfonhoswo.hmntholurywouldbuobuwadby
hhdoqmnesthﬂthooppodn;cwnnleonldmtpamdﬂhcmto
give a verdict of scquittal.” .
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