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?

“IN YEARS GONE

~ Escaped Convict-Dies
Two Others Escape

By HOWARD WHITE
Times-News Staff Writer

The time was shortly after 2 o'clock on the morning of
~ December 7, 1938. . ¥ :
---——DPolice. Headquarters in Burlington- was on' routine duty.

" Desk Sgt. J. E. Ausley wasn't husy, and there were a few
. officers to stop by the office to break the chill of their out-
Tide beats. o Seraesyes-3 -
~——One o (hése, In from a call oftlieved at least one of the ac-
¢ hils own, was Sheriff M. P. Rob-|complices was Roy Kelly, who was
ertfion who only two davs before |qne of 10 convicts to escape from
-had assumed his office on the re-|the "Anson County Prison Camp
tirement of H. J. Stockard. Sheriff [the previous Octoher 23. He ‘had
Robertspa felt ‘af home In the been sentenced In . Montgomery
Burlingten headquarters. He had | County in February of 1937 of|
been an officer In the city for [from seven to 10 years for break- |
nine years and had climbed the|ing, entering and recelving. |
‘rranks to hecome caplain of police| 1y had’ been established that
before tuking his new dulies, | Kelly had been scen in this area
These officers weren't talking a few days before, in company |
aboul anvthing in particular, with a woman. It also had been
And, o1 course, neither of lhem‘

(learned that a man answering
knew thal they were about to be- [ Kelly's deseription had been scen
come a par{ of one of the most

] {in copbany with the slain gunman |
sensatlonal crimes evﬁr\mnmm tin tifis area shortly before the ++

2 ted in Alamance h%u)ll*}llﬂ Vil Mgtaf® night. Based on se and

Within a few minutes! thred men 1,,,%,,.} Yacts, Roy Kelly was declaved

were to die—two of them being|an oytlaw. The FBI entered the |
r|case, and ‘the dragnel to appre-

Sheriff Robertson and Officer 5.\
Vaughn of the Burllng- nend the alleged accomplice ex-

-

o

.

b |gunma
|
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:MUHI}I’R SCENbilere Is the scene of the tragedy that .took the lives
Jshuwlng the crowd that assembled at the scenes

lled In Trap With Ro

v

of two officers angd nl'le;
the early morning of December (7, 1038, This picture was made shortly after daylight,

n on

*“Sonny*'
—tlon-deparimenl—————d —ipanded s =
Vates, < d < 18-75a7-0ld o fnsane “meAntime, 2 oareti
—dAriver—for- Melville—Dairy; TCAME T plans weirs being lald and as clues
Into headquarters. He was on hls yepe being traced, the town paused
regular round” he said, and had |, pay ils respects. The peaple
Ml M~ P~ Robertxon - and- Sonny T

—notlced _twp_men_acting suspiel:, jike
. ously at the Sprinkle Her\'irelﬁll-,\'nuuhn. They admired what they
o Hlon, then al the corner of North hag done in the line of duly, and
Church ond Trade Streets, Onr‘nwy felt a deep sense of tragedy
o Was around the door of the sta-‘yn what had happened, Final rites||
tlon, he nald, and the other was.were héld for the two officers.
“banking tae front, When-they saw nlerchants closed thelr stores dur-|
him, they started walking ﬂ“'ﬂb'--“|h|g the funeral hours In rr-ﬂmrl."
Just didn't look right, he sald. |Hundreds of citizens ajtended the
Sergeant Ausley called on OIri-Irltr--, = '
W. Vaughn and B. F.| The combination of law enforce-
to make an Investigatlon. ment agencies moved 1o distant
then that Sheriff Rob- points, and it operated. too, right
. a“customed to answeringihere in Alamance County. One|
any call vaen it came up, sald he | fact after another was establish-
was gony along. Someone men-|pq, Gradually, the Information be-
“tloned thit he should go an home 'gan 10 form a patiern,
to_bed, thit he needed sleep.

-

5

Then came a real break.  Girl them,

« _The nevily-commissioned sherlff ‘rjands of (he killers were taken, Ques
would no! lsten. If there were ;o custody. They were question- ally e
trouble. .t would be better 10 1ed extensively, but they malntain. | mony «
surprise the would-be thieves-In'uq [nnocence. In the . case. They the ma
* a private car rather than a patrol |ypay nothing. But officers wnlr!;t‘ly was
car. He viould “drive the officers ., give up. They kept on with| ey

.*to the scene,

The trio left, and Sergeant Aus-
ley made a récord of the time,
_4hen_passed- along to other roys
tine matters,

The therlff pulled his car Into
the drive. of the service station,
and lef: his lights burning. Some-
one w:s thought to have been
seen Inside, A yell from the sheriff
failed t1 get response, The sherif{
- and  Officer Vaughn, approached H

from the front, Officer Baill,f/ Smith and

from the side,

The night was still, with almost, "%

ithelr questigning, and flnally the .}
|Kirls broke. They told all
knew, '
This gave officers-thelr first ren‘lﬂ\‘:",_‘.l,ﬂ.““
concrete evidence on the case. On, Offic
December 11, two men who were
lin the plol to rob the &tatien —  KNEW ¢
(where they  thought there was| One
 money, but where there actually| An
fwas none—were apprehended In a | appreh
rooming house in Washington, D, |Emerge
'C. They were ldentified as George |Va., wl
Ralph Hanford., This|dition

hey | siation,

beyond what the girls had told burned

hrains™

|Wwas a break Lhe officers were need-|mnnmlnle

o W
HERIFF ROBERTSON
s » o Killed

Ol"ll'i('ER BAILIFF
« + « Kills Gunman

OFFICER VAUGHN
« « « Killed

]
That meant that the only one ing one trap after another. A hllch-
maining to be caught in the hiker reported that he had been
gang was Roy Kellv. And Kelly 'picked up by a man answering the
had been evading traps aod of- | description of Kelly. He became
ficees alnce ‘the big-night hece in ‘suspicious of Kelly, he sald, when
Burlington, No one seemed 1o
aaid  Smith, was the know where he was. He was turn-| e observed a police radio in the
of the plot to rob the ing up In several states, He w car, On the radio, Kelly could hur:
while he, Ralph Tanford, being stopped.'on routine’ checks, |everything the police were saving
‘Lanford, and_ Roy Huffman but_he was_ making_his getaway. |and doing regarding. his capture, !
ssigned to. get the safe. A state trooper in Virginia had The hitchkiker remembered a par-
ers, beyond questlon, then been serlously wounded by a man | !icular announcement. It was then
Il the fen they were aftef. [who was thought to be Kelly, This |that- het was Jet out of the car|

development led to anotlier, | was on December 10. The trooper W

tiyning of the two men fin- pe
I 0 a break in the testi-
f Smith, He confessed that
n they were secking actlual-
Fay Kelly. .

anusual twist 1éd to the 2lmest died. |
ension of Wade Hanford in| Siolen cars were heing traced,
‘ney Hospital In Weleh, W. as well as license numbers, Some |
tere e was in serfous con- 0f these feads led  divectly to
after being overeome with Kelly, |
gas  and had been. Then camé a new slant {o ‘the

=3 Imystery on how Kelly was evad- |

» N0 traffic,

But the night, all al once, be-
came alilve. The stiliness was brok-
en by gunfire. One shot followed
another, Neighbors knew they
were not backfires from automo-
blles. They were real shots.

Beconds later, Sheriff Robertson

“#hd Offlzer Vaughn lay in the |
drive of the statlon. Their guns,!
unfired, ‘vere by 1heir sides. The
"The sheri(f’s half-smoked cigar lay
Just beslide hix hang.

On the Inalde of the slation lay |
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I'In Trap Wzth_ Robbers Here In 1 938

three miles short of the announce | direction. Later It was estahlished
led’ destination,»The car In which]that Kelly again was too smart, If
he war riding then was turned he had traveléd only a short dis-
uruunl rmd m raded in “IL‘ nilglmllv Lance lu:lhor, e \l.unld Iluw run

YERTEE

intdr a road hlock. )
But these cars, and thelr de.

(See Escaped On Pege 4C)

Your Atienhon P|ea$e'

LY K 'Faétory#__
Representative
Of

REMINGTON
-Wil.l . SB:’ . |

~ All Day y Friday & Saturday

To Give You

is the scene of the trapgedy that «took the lives of two ofticers and ofie |
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ssembled at the scene, 0

1

Remington Shaver Service.

Y

FREE

e Oiling

OFFICER WAUGHN
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l_" OFFICER l!:}il,ﬂ'?‘ | ASK ABOUT
R K_uls Gunman 14-DAY

| That meant that the only one 'ing one trap after another. A hllch- HOIIV\E ® Cleaning' . 7
sen fin- premaining to be cauglt in the hiker reported that he had heen ® USI’H"IG!'!I’
e 1efl- panp was Hoy Kelly. And Kelly pleked up by a man answering the TRIAL I
ed that i been evading traps and of« | deseription of Kelly. He became OFf Your
E“'“al' ticers since the big nght here in!

| , suspicious of Kelly, he sald, when PLAN
Burlinglon, No one seemed to .
as  the know where he was, Ile was tupp-| e observed a police radlo In the
rob the sng up in several states. He was|car. On the radio. Kelly coult hear' . ' 3 % L
tanford, being steppad.oan routine checks, ‘owrﬂhlr';: the police were saving . . . E [
tuffman but_he was_making his getaway. |and doing regarding-his capture.: “ u La _A' PI " F Gh’
safe. I A stale trooper in Virginia had"l'he hitchkiker remembered a par- 58 ur y "av an ow or Is mas
n, then been seriously wounded by a mnn'“‘“’l" announcement. 1L was then _ :
re aftet. \who was thought 10 be Kelly. ’Ihls!"‘“" he was. let l'l out of ”_“ car o -
another, | was on December 10. The trooper |
1o {he Almost died. i
aford In| Stolen cars were heing traced,
deh, W, as well as license numbers, Some
ws con- of these leads “led directly to
ne with  Kelly, !
4 been| Then came a new slant to the
'm\almy on hm\ l\clly was cv.;d.
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g Wan around .the-door of: the sta-{in what' had happened, Flnal rites|
_"W"‘ he aald, and 1""'"”‘"' was were held for the two offleers,
—banking the front, Whem-(hey saw | Merchants closed their stores dur.
him, they started walking away.-It|ing the funeral hours In respect.|!
Just didn't look right, he sald. |Hundreds of citizens aftended the.!
~ - Sergeant Ausley called on Offi- rites. ~ g . ) '
. ecers S, W. Vaughn and B. !‘.! The combination of law enforce-
. Ballif to make l".:""fl-‘r"slilllolf:-\mrnl agencles moved to distant
::u:n“ ll'.-r:*::tu:::; ioh':ns'werfﬂuﬁulmsl nnrlln °N""g“'"°' "(fm' VR, :

. e |here in. Alamance County. One - " x
any call when it came up, sald he fact after another was establish-| ~ * SHERIFF.ROBERTSON OFFICER 'VAUGHN : OFFICER BAILIFP
TN ol ek :;";;":; ke | o rally e Infamaniios. b oo Killed : ' v+« Killed + + « Kills Gunman

oned that he shou igan to form a pattern. | d e I e
_to bed, that he needed sleep. I Then camte a real break. GIrl them. = | - That meant that the only one ing one trap after another. A hilch-
a wﬂa ““:'3{;‘:"“'“1"[‘["’?;‘3 ’h""f_frirnds of the killers were taken| Questloning of the two men fin- remaining to be eaught in the hiker reported that he had been
uic not lsten. CrE WETE inig custody. They were questlon- ally led to a break in the testl- -as Roy Kellv. And Kelly picked up by a man answering the
trousle, it would” be better 10 /oq pxtensively, but they malntain. |mory of Smith, He confessed that RAVE. WAN DOLLARIY ON ellypicked up Ry g

g \ hail been evading traps and of-|description of Kelly.. He became
surprise the would-be thieves-in ad jnnocence. In the . case, They they were seeking actual- ; ST e
v | the man B & ficers since the big:- night here I"!suspictous of Kelly, he sald, when

!Burlington, No one seemed to|

“.a private car ".“""' than a patrol (ypaw nothing. But officers would|ly was Raoy Kelly. ;
car. He would “drive the officers not give up. They kept ori with Kelly, sald Smith, was the know where he was. He was turn-|he observed a police radio In the!
car. On the radio, Kelly could hear |

‘-'w'l':lhel :lcenE. y |thelr '1"'5“?“'“3- and finally the ' “pLrpins" of the plot to rob the ling up in several states. He was
: ¢ trio left, and Sergeant Aus-|girls broke. They, told all they |station,- while e, Ralph Hanford, |being stopped‘on routine’ checks, |everything the police were saying
ley. fnade a récord of the time, | knew. ' |Wade . Hanford, and Roy Huffman but he was making his getaway.|and_doing regarding_hls capture,|
—%mlenﬁ:tltfg'.mn‘_w_om"ﬂm ;ﬁtﬁ.’:ﬁfﬂéﬁﬂo:\hﬁ:fz::e"(;“n* ere assigned lo. gel the safe. [ A state trodper in Virginia had ‘;l;hezhllchkiker rememb[ered a 1;-:—
e ”" 7 E " | f-DcchbEr ST s rpn Sih \'V(‘ret Officers, beyond questlon, then been serlously wounded by a man u‘“" l;;nnoun]cetmeon:. tl 'wt.:l! t Enlt
the ;rllv:ruf |r;1ue ;er\-lga t:lrnliguﬁ'in the plot to rob the dtatlon — [XMEW 8ll the fen lhey were aftef. | who was thought to be Kelly. This i WL IO D TS L ERT

and Ieft his lights burning, Some. |Where they thought there was| One development led to anatlier. | was on December 10. The trooper|
on: was thought to have 1,gpn;mone_\'. but ‘where there actually| An unusual twist 1éd to the a"“ a ed. - | OUBLE op 0
geen Irside, A yell from the sheriff [Was none—were apprehended Jn a|apprefension of Wade Hanford In| -Stolen cars were heing traced, | ;

failed to get response. The sheriff [rodming house In Washinglon, D.|Emergeney Hospital in Welch, W. as well as license numbers. Some |
.and Officer Vaughn.approached 'C. They were Identifled as George |Va., where he was In serlous con- of these leads "led directly 10‘
from' the front, Oflcer Baill.f Smith and Ralph Hanford. This|ditlon after being overcome with Kelly. . i
from. the slde, |was a break the officers were need- | monoxide gas, and had hceni Then came a new clant to the:

The night was still, with almost ing beyond what the girls had told burned. e Yo mystery on how Kelly was evad-J
ymo traffic, S
Eut the night, all at once, be-| % st ;

¢arme alive, The stillhess was brok- . . =

en by gunfire. One shot followed thls mav be vour
another, Nelghbors knew - they!

were not backfires from automo- | f§« =
biles. They were real shots, ‘
. Seconds later, Sheriff Robertson
“ahd Officer Vaughn lay in the|
drive of the station. Thelr guns,|
unfired, were by thelr sides. The |
*The sherilf"s half-smoked cigar lay |
Just beside his hand.

-On the Inside of the station lay |
-8 young, 23-year-old escaped con- !
vict, lated Identified as Roy Huff-|
“man. He had fallen from bullets |
discharged from the revolver of|
Offjc>r Baillff. He was lying near
“an gpen safe that contalned noth-
#ing., Beslde him was a German
Luger automatle which Coroner
R. M. Troxler later ruled was the
-nn—*:hzr“hm—tmeﬂ—thr‘“:wn_ar-‘i

)
SN

. flcers,

. Examination showed that the two |
dend officers never had a chance!
~1o flre their pistols. They had|
been caught by: surprise, |
“ It turned out, on examlnalion,’
that those — one or more — men
—who-1ad-escaped-from—the-station™
had taken only two things.gfhey
had taken a quart of oll-and 4|
quart of anti-freeze. AL least, that
“was all found missing, i |

o Within seconds, Officer Balliff|
surveyed the situation he faced.|
He was In- the midst of killers,|
and he didn’'t know how niany. He |
ruthed from the scene to get as-|
gistance of other police. Chief Carl
Stanford soon arrived, as did
Maycr Earl B, Horner, Sgt. “T. J.
Davia was there, as well as several |
‘other officers, Lights had come on|
intre nelghborhood. A crowd as-
sembied, : -
©What a tragedy Is was, pa?ple
sald then and stll] say now, Sher- p g
1ff Robertson and Officer Vaughn | § S,DES of. ONCE' et
‘=48 and 59 years old, respective- -
wly—were close friends. They were * Hmy.du’y EECTR,C com
courageous and were two of -the | " o
most respected officers ever to | e
wear & uniform:n these. parts. By|
eolncldence, they Bad peen swnrn|
. into office on the same night nine |
¥gari previously, =5
et there they-lay. They had|
disd-la-the-line—of-duty: ‘
Thke shock and deep concern of |
what jhad happened dug deep into |
e¢lty -and county officers and city
officials,- as- well as-the general
publle.. That was- transferred al-
mos}, Immediately ' into actlon,
..Chlef Stanford assigned Sergeant
Davls to the case. Things started
. happening. . .o
. JAn alarm went out. Roadblocks
ere- stablished—tirstimth -
tareq; and then spread all over
%he state, Later this stzetched Into
pine’states.
ormer. Sheriff Stockard wis re-
sealled to duty. Chief Deputy Wil-
tHam ;v."('!op h'nd‘]took on 'idd\ud*

{ehore : A

[Frogress on the case, was kept
popyparatively .quiet at {irst, bdt
0 ord .that officers be-
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4 -THIS 1S ASTONISHIN® VALUEL. .

1 Good opportunities don't lest forever!
Ve NOW on thix marvelous, famous-make }
autpmatic electric toaster! It has 3 :
=1 features found in toasters sellirig for - . b i
a great deal more, It's ideal for home - X8
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Compare with any set
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state water resources. -

Officlals of cities "and towns at
their Municipal League conventlon
in Winston-Salem devoted ‘consid-
erable ‘time pto the discussion of
for their_ communi-
ties as they -might be- affected sby
provisigns of the law which deny
munlcipalities riparian rights
streams/ but.accord such rights to
farmers along the streams: for di-
verting water to. Irrigation pur
poses.

It has !ong beer. accepted that|
pofitlcs cntered into “pork barrel”

soil con-
develop-
st wholly
'r use of
lem _also
1d power
the* clos-
't supply
e_dispos-|
s and in-
mso

problem
| Hoover
| .Dixon-
here -are
ied about
on Inside
here are
cal. And
to many
ible solu-
re_seems
1 0L the
fon, but
f _activi-

are at
‘neles di-
problem
riculture,
olopment
erles and
Health,
illfe—Rm

control projects’ in the west,
North Cadrolina has been singular-
ly free.from politics' with respect
to internal water resources. The
Increasing problem of proper
utilitization of declining adequancy
of water, plus the confused situa:
tion of divided --authority and
multiple surveys and advisories—|
without alﬂﬁorlfy to effectuate re-

-lcornmendations. — _affords . a con-

dition ripe for  political exnplojta-
ticn, and .calls for. action by the
next Legislature to. concentrate
iauthor'ity and pinpoint responsibil-
ty

*  RIDING HIGH

CHARLESTON, S. C:—The Cain
Hoy racing stable of South Caro-
lina plantation owner and:New
York philanthropist Harry F. Gug-
genheim has hecome a top name in
racing circles.
The name is a phrasc in G

3 {lllnh
the language of old-time Negroes.
that dates from slave-hblding days.
C#in means “'grass,” while “Hoy"

“w hiﬂh "

And the Cain Hoy stable the
last year has been riding high in
the tall grns-:

statutes

Ten of Bob Lemon's 23 viclorles

8Hencl_e_s

were-against first division teams.

Everything For The Table

1 St Groc

'UE

CH ICKENS

- - Sws 49c

ng. Dcnly Brea

= I

a

onj._

but

a fight. He was unarmed, but an
LR + |expecting juveniles because of the

is—the - Gullah—word— for ““tall"—or|—
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ESCAPED CONVICT DIES

Western Be

St

recorded,

fficer who_played
right.

A state - trooper in Virginia
spotted it, and he kept his eyes
opened. Kelly had stopped late in
the afternoon at a cafe in South
Hill, Va., on New Year's Eve.
He went lnsidb and- was mlngllng
wllh the crowd.

; The trooper called !‘or more
help Fellow-offiters arrived and
surrounded “the cafe. Eventually,
Kelly walked out. One of the of-
ficers ordered: his hands into the.
air, Kelly tried-te throw.them off
the track, -but *he saw -his game
was up. He surrendered without

_it__safe__and

automatic was in the car. '
That completed the roundup.
_The Virginia trooper who was
critically wounded recovered, so
Virginia released Kelly to North
Carolina and to- Burlington.

" Wade Hanford, however, still war

|in"the West Virginia hospital. -He’

was not strong- enough to be re-
turned to.the county until April
A speclal session. of Alamance
Superior-Court - ,was opened on
April 1, 1839, when the four young
men—Roy Kelly, Gedrge Smith and
brothers Ralph and Wade Hanford
—were placec. on triall
~ Feeling was running high in".the
county. The judge, in turn, order-

—lled the—jury to—be—drawn—irom-

Orange County.

—THe prosecution was headod by
Solleitor W. 1. Murdock, assisted
by City Attorney T. D, Cooper,
County Attorney L. C. Aller, |
Emerson_ T. Sanders, and Cooper
A. Hall, For.the defense Iocal at-

torneys Included Major J.'J.. Hen-

commuted to life imprisonment,
and gradually they were lessened.

There weren't many people here
wh6, as teen-agers or adults in
1938, cannot remember the tragic
case of the two local officers. The
news' spread to all corners of the
nation. Detective magazines jump.
ed onto it, a'® it was glven fur-
ther cirqnlatlon

“The reactlon, according to those
close to the case, was almost un-
animous by the reading public. It
was a tragedy, Two officers—on
routine investigation and probably

unattractive .site they picked from
a monetary standpoint—had been
'shot—down—before—tHey could—fire
their own guns. Two distinguish-
ed careers in law-enforcement that
drew wholesome respect for each
officer had been ended. -

The young Noriflan Yates felt
himself responsible. If only he had
not provided the tip he sald, these
two officers - would have lived.
Everyone tried to telI him that he
had dane his duty, as any citizen
should have done,

The families of these iwo men
still-live here. Mrs.. Robertson re-
sides at 405 Hillcrest Avenue, and
Mrs—Vaughn—lives - aL&lGLApple
Street. . Their years have been-
lonely slnce that tragit early morn-
ing. Yet a measure-of satisfaction
certainly has:-been with them. They
have—knuwrr_anﬂ—they—know-thc
people of this area know — that
their husbands, by- meeting death,
did so in the line of duty.. And

plead guilty to second dggree and{ -
‘A car-a d a‘ Censc numbcr that,recelved 25 to 30 }earﬁ at h!rd 3

atched then were “seen by an|labor.
These death senlences later were |

o ; -
COHUHUEd From Page .2-C- The trial continued for a week, _Armou' s S
including some night sessions. .
;ipgripiions, Bacamp kl?r-i‘:n Lou‘-r‘af; Then it ended, and the-case was| Ry u‘
, : bt} e W.W&uz.rk ol e 1 N
sets of tags. Each time he was| Twelve men fook one —Four 1o -
stopped, %owever, on routine |find Roy Kelly, Wade Hanford and | s ———
checks .and. then sped from the|Ralph Hanford “guilty of first de- -
scene when officers were ques-|Eree murder | without =mercy.
tioning him, & license number was | George Smith was permitted to' Ground
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