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INTRODUCTORY

N the Summer of 1813 a Committes of Red House Church was
appointed to receive funds for the erection of & new building,
And due to the diligence of the Committee and the liberality of
the people, over $7,000.00 was raised. Mr. H. C. Linthicum, of
Durham, N. C. submitted plans for the building which we ac-
cepted. and Mr. Henry Fields, of Roxboro, N. C. was given the con-
tract for building. A few changes were made inthsoriginal plan,
which added $1,000 to the cost of the building. A number friends
gave time and labor to the getting of material and the result—the
building which we today Dedicate to God as & place of worship.
By God’s Providance, for over a hundred years tha Gospel sof
Jesus Christ has been preached at this Church, and may the
effort of God's people in building this edifice result in the con-
tinuation of the preaching of the saving Gospel at this place for
ages to come, 1
: . N. R. CLAYTOR, PaASTOR.
SEPTEMBER 1, 1918,
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N the Bummer of 1813 a Committes of Red House Church was
appointed to receive funds for the erection of & new building,
And duoe to the diligence of the Committee and the liberality of
tha people, over $7,000.00 was raised. Mr. H. C. Linthicum, of
Durham, N. C. submitted plans for the building which we ac-
cepted. and Mr. Henry Fields, of Roxboro, N. C. was given the con-
tract for buillding. A few changes were made intheoriginal plan,
which added $1,000 to the cost of the building. A number friends
gave time and labor to the getting of material and the result—the
building which we today Dedicate to God as a placa of worship.
By God’'s Providance, for over & huodred yeara tha Gospel ef
Jesus Christ has been preached at this Church, and may the
effort of God's people in building this edifice result in the con-
tinuation of the preaching of the saving Gospel at thias place for
sges to come. |
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»'SERMON

7 : Preached pz Red, House Church at. the Unveihng of A
: Mopument to the Memofy of the e e T

Rey.. Hu’g’ﬁ McAden,

: !";‘he'{th-ﬁt bQ lse ahuﬂ ahim a3 she brlg%ltnm ot gha ﬂrma.men; Aund .

% tha: that turn man,
~'Dan- 2 3.

to rlghtaouauniaq_ tna stara for eyer and ever, n_

‘‘‘‘‘

(" la p. singular codncidant bhar. on thls vpry d&y One hundred .

- and Afyy-elght yea.rs ego, the Rey. Hugh McAden preached his
~ first sermon, ps a Ploneer Presbyber»an Misslonary in NorthCaro-
lina, That sermon was preached at the house of Soloman Debow
oa the Hico Riyer, not so very far from this place, Aug. 3, 1755,
gnd today we are assembled here to do honer to the name and
amory of tba% good and ts.ibh!ul Bervant of God, who bhas long
 since passed‘sway. (n the 215t of J anuary, 1781, more than One
handred and thirty-twn years pRo, there wasa funeralor burial ger-

* vica here:  The Rey. Hugh MaAden, having dled the previousday, = -
waa burled, There are now ng living witnesses of tha scenes of -

_ that day: it yma a cald winter c}ay; & day of sadness and gloom: tha

poople wera ros oaly distrglsed at tha death of their faithful Min- i

ister, but the country was in the throes of thegrent Revolumonary'-- .
 War! At this very time $hia sect.ion of the country was overrun -

o by:two contending armies, the army of Gen. Greene was retreating

eczoss the. Daa River, and hs was closely follawed by the army of

Lord Cornwalha, and the latter pas burning the homes and plilag-

ing the Zarma of the peopla, leaving desolation In thexr track.

- Within two waaks of this burial day, s det&qhment of British sol- »

2lars had sncamped on the grounds and In the yard of Red House
Church and while here’ many erunel depreda%ions were committed
iw this neighbprhood, They remaiced here ‘until Gen. Greene re-
crossed the Dan River, and'engaged the British ermy in : ‘the {fa-
mous battle of Gullford Court Houss, March 14, 1781, It'is said
tba.. the British had a par*!cu}ar apite qr animosity 3gaxnst the
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‘few Presbybe‘!‘;iﬁn M!i:isters in the Acoﬁntry.'-beca'use they

wers : the  counsellors,. and the chief leaders—of the peo-
ple in ' the great ‘eause - of : American Independence,
Tberetore. the'.'house “of Mr. : McAden was ransack.

ed aud purned, a.nd alt of his books and papers and property was -
deabroyed excens a tew smau articles of ama.u valnaand tha great- .

er part of his Journal, ‘which gvaa mn in hisearlylife.” I have
sesn {n the house ef Mra. James: Penn, of Danyille, Va., whois &

lineal descendant o{ the !ou;'trh gensratxon from Mr. MoAden, 'y
small tadble nsed ps a Candlg Stand, And 8 mended China Cup which . . .
w@as shot and shagtered from the hand of p pervanb on the day of . . -
the desbructxon. The housa of Dr, Caldwell in Gullford County met
‘the same fate. But not satisfled with the destruction of Mr, Mec-

Aden’s property, tradition says the his new-made grave was pro.

fanely ppened and his body taken up. and mutilated! Itis said

shat in re-fliling the grava the worlt was not more than half dong,
hence the expla.ne.thm of the sinlk in $he ground which has 8o con-

spicuously markea hxs reating p)ace {or so many years. If this
tradition is true, It proves conclusively, the fact of Mr, McAden's
patriotism to his country, and of hxs great influence among the
people.  Bat hia nable snirzt had ﬂed to God far beyond the reach

of =il enejnies, ,:4 Y]

Allow ma to say just here, bhat. under all zhese circumstances, I
do not think it at all atrangs or surprialng that his grave remeined

.. wpamarked, as the  yeara’y {o\led on, nnﬁl all his jmmediate " descen-
gamia had passed gway, Bnt be was not forgotten, for, the Lord

heza saldr “They thas be wisa ahall shiae pa the brightnass of the

dymament, and they that turn many bo tighteousness as the stars’

for ever and ever:. And the righzeous sha.ll be in everlasmng re-
membrance Mokl -; A : i

‘Hay we aob app!y theao Bcriptures jgday, in apeaklng ot this
grza% and good man!l. Beho!d' after a lapse of aea.r!g one huadred
and uhirty three ygara, Y fow of his descendants, w:th obbers, and
notably among tham, Mrn Frances McAden Summey, of Obar-

lotte, N, .C., and tha Rev, Joha McAden Roae, D.D., of Laurinburg, :

N Ci hava genarqusly and kindly Provided the means, and ‘made
poas=bk¢ tho unveillng of this bgautiful monument taday All
hamr and pmiae ?o them. ‘




_f'allyxyvise man. U‘hnrch of God in all ages bas had ita shinjng
g suniand briluani , but the thing that made them soyasgen- -
uine Christiaa SERVICH, We know that gmfsdom is *'to know God .
auq Juna Chriss whom he- hahhga‘nt," ‘but to feach men that wia-
lssd-tham to Ohrist, is tbe grandest work on earth,  And
hosa whowdc $hiy shall shine as sbq rizhmesa ot the ‘firmament ©
4 i‘ﬂn stara forever. Ot oonrse we linow this reward  comes
hrbxigh the illumination of the sun of - ‘righteonsness, the Lord '
Jesus Chriat, just as we kpow the brilliancy of the heavens:is
prﬂdueed }brouﬁh tba illumipation of the natnral S8un,” by which

- of Ohriat tha falthtn! Serynnt of God geta o ‘clearsr yision than

- othiers of love, hops, joy and peace, #nd even‘of time itself which
: ,tollion forever, -The reflection o2 brlﬂhucy of this reward inour -

- the servies thay brings this rawu‘d is anything but selfishness, it
. js not being wholly absorbed in anp 8 self, but in reaching outand -
: gaving others.: There is no :ypoathy. ‘no ‘lovs, mo wisdom

“which haa. alwa.yl ‘cursed the world and haa peyer led a single soul
toOhciat. ' The Master has alwayd called for men whe not only
Ilnow their Aoty but who do it, qnd dois pns&lﬂsbly. I thmk Mr. .
-,yMoAden was ﬂﬂl sorl of man, u.n& did this kiad ot Service in hls
- day. n_y{\ “,,-"T‘ H - Sl ¢

‘world.” Thers. cerfainly ia a reward in this world. - There certain-
Clyisha genuina rsﬁard of Bappiness in trying totorp: men from -
- ain to righteoumsl and reward i3 not confinedto " the Servlce,
but in the eyes of those who are turaed to righteousness the help-
ar shines as & mpdal man, Thln}t of the shining names of the past,
of Calvin, Lut‘ner. Knox, Henry, %sley.Whltﬁeld’ Baxter, Payson,
and men like MgAden, and scorés of* others, O how they shiped in
-the estimation of- ‘the thousands made };h.d by - them' Thihly of
,_Jesus, 0 hc',y ha shined in thé astlmahion of Mary end Martha 2
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" livés'is like thas 6 the stars, it sthines oa foraver and ever. And

Moreover.'t,bin kind of Servfae bu s rela&i?a reward in bhis e
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and the multitues who sat at his feet while on earth,  and of the
millions since then! Think of your own godly parents if you had
such, and of the long list of Ministers and Elders who served God
in this noble old Red Housse Church, and O how they shine in your
memory and estimation today! In the long list of Ministers of
Red House Church the name of Hugh McAden stands first: His
name also stands first in the long list of the ministers of Orange
Presbytery, the first and oldest Presbyterian Organization of a
Chureh Court in North Carolina. Then comes the names of Will-
am Moore, James H. Bowman, Hugh Shaw; John McLean, A. D.
Montgomery, George W. Ferrill. and again A. D. Montgomery, N.
#i. Harding, John Paisley, 8. A. Stanfield, T. U. Faucette, M. McG.
#hields, P C. Morton, Joseph Evans, E. H. Harding, and your
~rement, belgved pastor N. R. Clayter. :

#hy do all these names shine in your memory and est:matxon

tadday?

ft is because of the rela.twe rewards of service done by them
=+ {3od and men. And while the reward is measured in propor-
=sn to the service done, yet this is not always apparent in this
«~rld, but “up yonder’ - ai-0f them ‘‘shall shine as the
+zhtness of the firmament, and as tha stars for ever and ever.”

% is to be deplored that we havs so little data, and scarcely any
=w=ords, touching the life and labors of the Rev. Hugh MecAden,

There is no living witness, and his Journal, which was written
= pis early life, is about all that remains. We can read, however,
swetween the lines-of hits Journal and understand much of his life
sad character. He evidently was the common™people’s man
waxing no atfempt at great world!y things, but always faithful in
= Master’s work., It is plain that he was & noble and brave:
~xrted man, a spiritually minded man, possessing a wonderful

'it power, and in the face of great dangers and difficulties, exer-

<ing an unwavering faith in the Lord as his guiding star.

Mr. McAden was born in Pennsylvania about the year 1715, per-
~aps a little later, apd was educated at the old Princeton, N. J.
“ie was licensed to preach by New Castle Presbyteryinthespring

© 1754. He was appointed & Missionary to the South, to vigit the
‘acant congregations in North Caroling, and he left Pennsylvania
o fulftll this mission on June 8, 1755. His mods of travel was
norseback, and for two weary months ho wended his way through
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Pa:nsy!nnu and Vx'ginla, enduring many hardshios and dan—
-~Zers, bafore ha reached Nerth Caroline. The French and Indian -
'_-wars weve now in full blast. and on his way in Virginia he -heard

s

.$bs scattered families panio- smckanrmmiing rude forts for pro-- -
toetion againat - -the- Savages, wbose deadly tomahawls was busy- -
~wigh iahumsa murders -Be -says in hiiJonrnaL Alone in dhe

;‘byﬁo graoe of God, to push on. trussing in the Lord for portec-

3@ and support. He says; “soractimes a house in ten miles, and’

25mmetimes. a0t tbat " but he pushed on, for the glory of God and

tAs good of men. - He reached the borders of this State about the

- Srshof August, an& on Augnst 3, 1755 be preached his first ser.

 mem fw North ‘Ga.rolina at tho home of Solomon Debow on the
% River.'? bi e e )

s McAden ms he croned the Dan River ﬁva intios above the
* tamms of Capt. Moore. in Halifax Co., Va. ~Therefore, if thia be
- Evwg amd since &he home otMr. Debow was in N. C., that house
s Dave been on the northern edge of Person Co., no'a far from

~Zpema the railroad station called Allon, Va. On Aug. 6th, he laft the
“ .. “wensel Mr. Debow, and ho says, *'I rodeaen miles to the Chapel on
. Semaly Hico, where I prea.ched to anumber of Church people and
“ Somply Presbyterians. After the sermop they seemed exceedingly
ased, and returned abundance of thanks for,my sermon, sud
..-Mﬂy entreated me by 21l means to call upon them aa I came
 “meit and showed a very grea$ deaire that all ouz Ministers shca;d i

% Now then. i8-is a matter of great intarest tQ us to know Juat
_ Smre this, “the Chapel on Souta Hico” was located. The Hico
. Ziver, proper, is forme&ﬁy the junction of two streams, one of

*"B'ough the eastern sida ot‘Ca.swe!l county, and tha osher stream
Zows in & northera direction ‘hmugh the weatern aide of Poerson
{’punty, and the two streams form a juncmon in tha northwestern
aart of Porson connty making the "Hico_River," and this junction
af the two streams is about four or fve miles directly-cast of
. Bemora, N.C,,which i3 the Post Oﬁca'ofth\aRad Housachurch. The °
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of Braddock’s defeat which great.ly diaconragnd him, and he saw i Tk

ML; Shall I go on, or shall T turn back?” He determined, ke

g@aﬂaz whera the Hico River arcsses the State line, and not far. .-
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“Hico Creel," from this junction in Person County up to its -bs-
gionings in Caswell County, was evidently called *South Hico,”
and plong this etrea.m mora than a hundred years ago, there were
three Preabyterian Churches, The Greer's Church was called
*Upper Hico,” the Rad House Church wes called "Middle Hico,”
and tha "Barnetﬁ’a Church” was called “Lower Hico.” Thelatter
. Church was in Person County and was very large &b one time,
p.nd perhaps It was not very far from the home of Mr. Debow, but
it haa long since ceased to exist s a Presbyterian Church. The
..name ! "Middle Hico"” was changed to '""Red House'’ about the year
=21 1808, during the ministry of Rev. Hugh Shaw. I have said these
‘particular things that we might locate, it possible, ‘‘the Chapel” at
% which Mr. McAden preached one hundred and fifty-eight years
F_pgo. - Let us now rpmember that it it is nine miles by rail from
J’Alton, Va., te Semora, N. C., and one mile from Semora to Red
“House Church, And if Mr. Debow lived on the south side of the
.. Hico River, somewhero anbout opposite Alton, Va,, then we know
- that the distance from that polnt to the Red House Church is just
. about ten miles, the same dlstance covered by Mr. McAden from
“~ Mr, Debo_w'q home to the €hapet on Bouth Hico. Therefore, we
' conclude, and Indeed we are convinced, that ‘‘the Chapel” was
. hone other than the original ‘‘Middle Hieo" aad present Red

; at thxa very aime.

ST

: ','Mr'. McAde};_..s&ys he went home from preao’hlng thh Mr.
Aaron Vanheok, five miles, and thence to Eno;*'zbout twenty

- miles,” and we-know it is just about. twenty m!les from here to
Fno Church i{n Orange County, -

. Mr. McAden then went to the Hawﬂe!ds Church end having
preached st Er_aé and Hawfields, he went across Orange Co. into
" Granville Connty on the Tar River, thence to Grassy Creek and
Fiahing Oreek, and.thence he returned to the Enp,and Hawflelds
settlements. Ha then went to the Buffalo settlement in Gulitord
County. and thence through Davndson, Rowan and Cabarrus
. Counties into Mecklenburg County. From here he went into the
- land of the Catawba Indians in South Carolina, and returned again
to Mecklenburg County. He then went to the Scotch settlements
- on ths Cape Fear River, and remeained for soms time in Cumber-
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land County. He went from here down the Cape Fear River to
Wilmington, and thence up through Pender County into Duplin
County. In that section of the country there was a region known
as the '‘Welsh Tract,” where there were & large number of Pres-
byterians and also in Duplin County there was a place or Church,
known as "‘Goshen,” or ‘‘Goahen Grove,” where there were a
large number of Presbyterians ‘‘pretty well organized.”” The
people, in connection with the "Welsh Tract” people, earnestly
entreated him to remain with them, and they jointly made out &
call for him to become their pastor. Mr. McAden then went
across the eastern part of the State, and back again into Gran-
ville County, and thence across the country, and no doubt by this
place, to Eno and Hawfields again. From there he returned to
Mr. Vanhook’s house, and on May 2, 1756, he preached at the
home of Mr. John McFarland on the Hico River, and on May 6,
1756 he took hin departure from North Carelina, being accom-
panied as far as Dan River by Mr. Solomon Debow.

Mr. McAden was in North Carolina exactly nine months during
this trip, preaching almost daily to numerous scattered people and
a3 numerous places. His compensation was exceedingly wmeagrs,
and he had to endure all sorts of hardships and dangers, and yet

‘Bot a murmur or note of complaint fell from his lips. At this

#arly period in the history of our country, there were but few
reads, no mode of travel but horseback, no mail facilities, and the
eountry was infested with hostile tribes-of-kIndians. Surely it
re=quired a brave heart, filled with the love of God and a passion
for the salvation of immortal souls, to do these things.

Mr. McAden returned to Pennsylvania and soon afterwards ac-
cepted, if he had not already done so, the calls to Eastern North
Carolina. We do not know the exact date of his ordination. neither
do we know the exact date of his return to Duplin Co.,,N.C. Mr.
Foote in his sketches of N. C., says he was ordained by New Castla
Presbytery in 1757, and dismissed to Hanovar Presbytery in 1739,
But Dr. Hodge, in his History of the Presbyterian Church, re_cords
him as a Member of Hanover Presbytery in 1758. Since he re-
turned to Pennsylvania early in May 1758, it would seem most
probabla that he was ordained sometime doring the summer or
fall 1756, or early in 1757. It is generally conceded,however, that
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ha was at his post as Pastor, in Duplin County in the year 1757,
Thus he becamse the first pionear Missionary of the Presbyterian
Church whe permantly settled in the State of North Carolina.

It is said that the Rev. James Campbell, who was not in connec-
tion with the Northern Synods, came to North Carolina and settled
among the Scotch Irish, on the Cape Fear .Rivér, in the year 1757.
1t is a question, probably never to be settled, which of the two
men actually set up housekeeping FIRST in the State? But from
all the information I have been able to gather, I am satisfied
that McAden was not only the first Presbyterian Missionary, but
the first Presbyterian Minister to permsantly locate in North Caro-
lina.

He remained with his charge in Duplin County about ten years, -

until 1767 or 1768. At a meeting of Hanover Presbytery at Buffalo
Church in Guilford County, March 2, 1768, he accepted the call

from ‘‘Hyco—(Red House), Dan River and Country Line”’ Churches
and it is almost certain that he had atready moved to this neigh-
borhood before that date. Mr. McAden lived here faithfully
preaching the Word, and ministring to the people for at least
thirteen years, and on January 20, 1781 his spirit went home to
God, to shine as the brightness of the firmament in his kingdom
of glory forever and ever. One of his sons, Dr. John McAden, in
a letter written in 18435, says—"'My father was a very systematic
man, once a year he visited with his Elders all the families of the
Church, and had worship with them, once a year he catehized the
young people, and three days in the week he spent in special
study, and if he walked in the figlds, he always carried his Bible
with him”’. In his Journal there are many short and tender
prayers for the people, and for God’s blessing upon his efforts to
sive souls,2specially when he saw evidences of the Spirit’s power_

Surely he was a wise man, living for the glory of God, and turn-

ing many to righteousness. and surely he shall shine in the king.

dom of God’s glory as the brightness of the firmament forever
and ever, and in the estimation of men as the stars forever and
ever. Surely he was one “to be in everlasting remembrance”
and this monument over his grave, which we unveil today, willtell
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to succeeding generations something at least, of his greatand noble
life, and of his faithful and consecrated service for the Master.

O ye sons and daughters of this historic vld Red House Church
let us not be satisfied to strive and toil and suffer to reach heaven
only empty-banded; but let us go forth, as Wise men and women
bearing precious seed and doubtless we shall coma again rejoicing

4 . oringing our sheaves with us, and we too ‘'shall be in everlasting
- . remembranca. e e
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