
4::) t .l;';' ;) 1 ccr1'~, 1. i : i;. I 
D"111as, Texas 73219 
.~ . e 'b r u:, l~ y ..... 1 J j =; 7 9 

I am a desce,'Q.ad :A Jar:H::S L<:2. ::-, f Cas\/:eH C) •• l'J. C. :d ... 7) .:':' 
t·;"[·-" 1r . ~,",! !-.tD d-1Uf{· ... r£lI· 1" .... ~.:.b ; ·-:.l'-, \"J',-' ·~· . ::1.-l .. i".~,...J J ..... . h :-. ; .. :,.""), ((;. , '~ "){ ( .... -:-<:1'1.'1'·::-1" :-, . .... . . _<. . .. , ,.~'" u. ol"_,-, . .l.::>", ~ } t .• , !I. ,t, . j,< •• ,,,,,,'., J'.l. ,_ ~>.,,,,.~,,, _ '-..I,,,",,,\::: 1 '...- .• l" 

N. C. 1.1&:.) I am deS(;fH'd'~d fcom Willian: L8'::", J. i 77'J L. j\) }icl.i.a C..). , 
\ 'a., t!lroa~h his d'1Lt .~b~~ ~' r !:na .L·(;d, \v ~l\J : ~~l,}..:-rie~~ Ai·::;tl;-,.:.. .. d Bt;dr.!.:::!tt. 

L :·77 I ~.·.J:·Jis~:·:;d:l ~)J·,'k ':·1: ;;"1 C' :':<",-::6 11..'.,:;, , ·iL',3. ,3:U:"', ,":",eccll ::>D. 

Jar:"1.es Lea and VlitLiarll Lea. I \vas Lwtu:Jat:~, tu h3. ... e th~: bZLOfi.:s ~';f thE; 
reS (~C'I.::C:1 uf s.c '3i'";,t ~ ~, :: ; .... "3a.1 ,)git3ts t .~:; ;"r;.;t ~.= rc.\. -· .. ·Z!s liL~; Cl.Tl·j r be t i(~'i~ .tt \-vas 

J·:)CU!~.'. ·:!llLed as weJl ;),8 call be dOl te ill vie\'..' of the luss of KL .... g aad Cuee~'; 
LQUnty records of Virgbia. I a.m !'t)w doiil,f; ::;U,,10 further' study _: :... roy 
L~/· and WILLL-\1ilS J.i;JE1S. A[uin. berc i:<; ~:';e .:,l",:Uern :Jf d\"~;~:\lcti0, . .;f 
V i;':'"si.:.-ia !"e;: .:')rtls, ya ;~t.lc:.Jlclr:)T ti1.C I(j .'JJ a:c ... :l (:t~e(:!l: (;.~ .' "J' ~·ity JG.os. 

Y,;\;jf it'l!:;,.>!:'c:;>si il € i'.':eS;,;.,: tatic:r, (If a.c:t:!.l''f'L~latcd. d;l(.a , ;,; U1~ Leas L; 
your t-~iBt ~.)ry ~)f ./':.!l·!ite '=~jtlrLty l:~ . s, .DO ·.l-:)u'i:;-t" :·r.ade rl"l~ :"! y L}'~()lJlc: iJ.?.i~ · :)f; a.r , j 

I c.rn one of th':iS~ t'jl'ate£:ll :[(,.1: )i 'jL1.".' efi.)rts. I ;.,"',[:; .t,:,l·l..·oj ':)Ve;' chi.s ;,.l J: 

hC'U!:fl <?S welt illS tha.t clf ~)ther rC~l~rt!"cherf" :.::.mely . \li!~;; : : ~ · t:~f,;. }" I n;'l. 

Dixon, 1\11'8. Barrelso!'., al'l<11\,ij'. }\.l·c:li~a;d ~)eL;;et~ :llS'L .. di.::'i- :" ... \.1,' r; 'ore-
f -<.I,(> ,.- 1.'., "·-,- p .. ;c" - ~ ." !-'1'- T " '1 '( '\~ " F"ll"" " I :,:,:\, .. ,,, .~ ... , .... ::"7 .. i~=r ." , ... ~t.I....' .... .1. ~ 1,- ~" ! .:._ .... _ ... ~ .' ~ ~t .. ;j. !... ~ ... .. .; • • :l.:"- ' _ ' ",.y_ ... __ oJ, _ __ ;. 

~;l· ... ,c,t~yl·"a .. \ia ·~~. , jlll.lt:r F:.t~(~':rz1s. Ii" ~ }:) :) .':o.Ld. ;.1..g<l.~. l' ill ~ !; .:.,. ~ ::=re:d: Lv.: i·j.C'trl 
C>':\' f .:.! i no.:I ,;"J}-1.r:': r ':! I .1 r;q u.i t c f ~ ( ··~)i(! r~ , ~,'£ ;:' rig i. ~lal ~vv t i. lB. '-:~t .-:-... in t h,-.: . ~ ;.' c hi 'V' e !.: 

a t ll~ 1 eig h E111 d c· t;"'~e r d ~ ta i ~1 Y ~,".LiCe y\? i11.~, ::-~ tJ, s\:/·:; 1.'; (:':.:J . 

As I anl Sllra y :>u \~ .. /.)V", the:c~ ar(~ varyiEg viaY.'s a-.:, j c'pi,',Lil:'R CIS to 
the se .. \H'al\Yilll<: . t 1 ~~l:.:1 J~:;.l~,es '~ , e:1S. 

Last year I ol·dered from the i irginia j,t'chives e; :_'fies ,)£ t'::ansfcl' 

of property frcn1 Th.::.rn<:!.s .:':rethers L:1 :3l~:)tSiy ; \.rar:ia '_:'_'" ': i.i.. t o William. Lea, 
n'JiTlor sa!! c-f Jobj.") I ~ €a, i~} \vhir:h t~e is n ... .ief1tiG ·~·i.cc! . .1.$ t1.1C l "h)L'r o~ J ·.:'dLi· .:_. ~c 

'I' '.) 1:"\3£ re s b y'JU 1." :' :1!.! i rU) .:y) I qUI) t\;! f 1" ': '. 12"' ~~: B 3~: ' ... It ':i Y 1 v (!.f~ia r..,:u u t" .. t. Y 
ft·.::':: t ', r d6 t ~ .:lited b~l· "y\.T 1. ~l ~.~~. rL~ /\ r:1 ~ ;3 ~ t~ .') !"lb ( . r ·J: '. il· .~.) ~ 9 ·.i '~'. 

Page 11. 2: 

"April 4:, 1730. Johu ,\Yh.ite of St. Jor-U.1 Far •• Fing ','{nl. Ce., Ceut •• 
to Th-:·.!'Cnas C't' (' the~$ ·:lfS!:. ;=-',;(). far. Spt:a. C :- ., ~;l'i.flte':: ;00 a. in 
St. Ceo. l.'ar. > Spts. Co. -hi curro .,Ricbd. C:regory, Jos. :< Roberts, 
Thos. White. April 7, J.730. Mnry, vlife ::;£ Johr, VI'hite acknowl.edged 
hec d0WG r , .:'lte.·' 

3,nd 



4::)[ . .K;)lcw'l, J.i::t. /' 
D:! lias, Tey.a~ 7521') 
.. ~ ebruv ty '-' , j :;:79 

I am a dee;CCt'Qal, t ;)£ Jar-:les Le~ A GasvleH C")., t·J. c. :d. ;.7),!.. 

thr:·l.l[:h ~')ls daucibwr lsab'~lln., who ;-")';Clrded J0h" Cr<:l;.e.'S '.:>f Caswell c..~)., 

N. C. l.ls ') I am descel'.ded from William Lea, d . .L 77') if. P.n-lella C.). , 
\ra ., tl'u.·(),,~b his dciugl"'(:-=' r !'nn L(:a,wI1,j '.·la:;rlc.::) i'"i..::h.,."-'d. BE:r.n::::tt. 

Ii.'~ ~ '-'77 I ~)l .. bli.s~:'::d 3. b·")·.J1<. '~ ~ rl ~~"" 'f C~ l.r~\.\c.s li..r ... i:=!, v,,'it-~ .~ a "';:l:.>.i"'C s,,!. .... ecch :In. 

James Lea and WiHiamLea. 1 ,vas Ln"tu,jatE: t:> ha'.iG thE: bel~cnt~ ;:,f the 
rese;~l"'C:l of sc '3r~t~ gi!; .; .... ~3al : )gitlt5 L\~'~ jY.i ;t .'': .. rc:.\.·'.'I~S liJ.:~J a.rld I beLit~'ie .Lt \-vas 

d·:)cu!-:-:,~l)t.ed as ,,;ren as caD be dOl.e ill vieV.l of the hiss of KL.g Clad Cuecli 
County records of Virginia. I am rl)"VI doing SOr:-1C fU.t"ther study _' •. nly 
L~!''\ and WILLIAMS ].iilE1S. A[aiu, berc i~ t:1e ~;r;b)em of d<3f;i..:l1ctL_L . .:of 

\'i!:"Gi::~ia l-c':.:H,ls, ;:·. a;~t.i.c:Jta.r:y tile l\.LJg and. CllCE:l: C._,U;·ity ·)nA~B. 

Y.;ur im:;>rcssi.'e f::es6r:tatkE of a.c~ui·nu.lat~d. data (,,~ Ul(~ Leas L.) 
your i:-iist:.)ry Df ./Hnite ~':':OULty bas, no j~)Ubt. ~'l~adc Hi;:) ;']Y people h.?.f·2Y; <tr,j 

I a,rn ODe of th,:)s~ gl'at.efal {(i .t:' l'jU1' efi:;rts. I La. •• :: !,:il'l.."j ~) ve., · this :,_)1' 
hours ~.S well a.s that of other rcsr.=?rcben., camel")' - \lit~~, :~'t·.u,::, }Jln·l. 

Dixon, Mrs. H.arrelsor., a.nd l\{j-. Arc;libaLd "3er,;~ett ;:":;:;·i:·.di.;~~ ')",:;\.1,' E'ore
i3thet-s in f..iJ:erica:·~ 0 • .[3 .Mr. J ~)lL.. :\1cElr:"y. I l1a\.<l :~~r:}~~iG ( ~ 

S;:·c.U: jrl v a~'lia .~~.) Iwt y F~e c .: rtls. U'., ') ;;:) ,lid aga i.:: i I[ • '7 (;.. .~ 'de '·l~. tv ~·;0.cth 
(~·::\.r<i!infJ,.1 \'t/h.er:-;~ I ,:1.cqu.i!""C'{~ ~("~)i\:"!n < .. £ :)rigi~lal Wt~l8J t:~tc.. iJJ. tl~H~ ~. ~ ~:::.:hiVeG 

at Raleigh c!nd (,cher d,ta L:\ Y::.llceyviilc, :',:;ilSW'~.l. ·: . ( ;n . 

As I am sure yc:,u k~':'ow', there arlO) varying vie,·~·s .:n-,d oi1i::iullS <'lS to 
tbe se'. ,Hat WilliG.t 1 a~:.d J;.:u~~e8 :_.e3.s. 

Last year I ordered from the lirginia .At·cflives c';:"fies .)£ t~'ansfcr 
of ?roperty frcrn Tb:.rn,as C t'cthe r-s L:< :3p;-)tsy:vada ;_:.j., 'i ;.~. (II Williarri.Lea, 
n1inor S:':>!:I (,·f J(ihn Lea, hl wbir:h f':e is n-:.entim.cG :lB the ~1':llJr o~ .r~)!il· .~_.~t 

a11d fTI }!:Xl \".~ hJe!"'! Lll.:3 tt.ge CRl1 b(:l. c.e t~T ~T:i.netI as 23 'y-2;~.~·6. 

T·) l-efresb TJUl' ~:1etnn:,y. I qUl.ltt:1 ftc ·I ): t l-:e ::;r'A:'3ylviil.J"~~a '_>.nlr:ty 
R,;,:'·::.(\rcls, c.1ited b;!, ·\fri.tli~l.r") .l\r:1L3~t~,~)t'~~ (·r.J~'.i(" .:." ) i9~;·0. 

Page 1 L 2: 
"April 4, 1730. JOhli \Yhite of St. JO!L"1 Far., Fing ','inl. Co., Ceut., 
to Them'HiS Crcthcrs 0! 81:. C1;':;. far. Spt;. C.:. 1 ~';l'd:lter, iOO a. in 
St. Ceo. l·'ar •• Spts. Co • .,6.1 cu.rr. Richd. C:regory, Jos. x Roberts, 
Thos. White. April 7, 1. 730. Mary, wife ;)f Jeh" \",' hite acknowledged 
her do\vG.r, etc." 

3,ud 



I: age 2. 

Page 120. 
"Oct. oj, 1731, Thoma. x Crethere of Spte. Co. to Willia.m Lea 
of lame County and llobert Baylor of Kir,g and Qu •• u Co. , Gent •• 
Ll Z by Lea, L 30 by Baylor, lOll a. in St. Ceo. Par., Spta. (,0. f 

whereon ad. Crethers now live. and bou.ght by Crethera of John 
White- of King William, as per deed ..:'I,pri14, .73\). Z. Lewis. 
Zach. Taylor, Octr. 5,1731. (2ach. Taylor, guardiantosd. 
VI rn. Lea; amino l' i If 

This seeme to be the .a.m. 100 a. of land ret.rred to in Crozi.r's 
Page 1 '11.:' 

"Sept. i. 1752.. William Lea. ()i Spts. C • .). and.l;· ranees, his wlie. 
to Thomas W hit. of the .arne cGunty. L ~5 curr. t 100 a. where('w 
ad. Lea livea and part of a pat. bolonging to ·ad. Thoma.. White in 
Spts. Co. Chilton v~' hitOt Milbent x White. .beptr. 1. 1151.." 

NOW, THIS IS MY ~..lt)ZZLEMENT: 

FULLY WILLLAM L'£;A, minor son of John Lea of King &; Quee ... (;0 •• Va •• 
.DOCliM£Nl·i:~. (proved!. and (...ou.rt r\.(Jlc,Jrd IH.o,vS married to a:.zan.ces (rnaidun 

ARCHIBALD 
DENNETT 

AN 
UNLDENTHlED 
WILLlAM LEA 

l,ame uwt given .. ; Sept. i. 1752. Bol..":u .. 7J ~. 

WILLIAM LEA, 6013. of John I ..... eigh of King & Queen ~o.. b. 1 7l L. 
(same parents as L"ul1y Documented William Lea abG,re! 
Sh:)wn in History of .I-mite ~() •• a .. being b. L71l- d. 171::;3 at Leas
!;)urg, N. C., m. Mary BanJett d. 1 7S'~. 

Queetion: How c0\11d WilHa.m Lea (fully documented) hav$ 50U 

Bartlett Lea [Qovio\laly mother'. Burnam.e] b. i 73)' ae shovlll in yvur 
Amite Co. history, a. h* wa.s married to a Frauce. in 11,;a an.d 
Mary Barnett Lea was stUI Hvb'lg and having children by WilHam 
Lea from 173l • 1743. H.e died in t 163. 

(John Leigh) 
V~ILLL\M 1..k;1~ , £lOel '~)i J ,)h; , Lea.' o£ hiag &: Cueer. C • .>. (Siarl1,e as 
WilHam Lei"~, .l·'uHy Documented as to parel~ts ,} . L>ied h, /" rnelia C0 •• 

v al.. ~ 770, 'wiie Rachaei still living. 

QU.E;STION: How could William Lea (fu.Hy docnmenJ;odJ ha.ve wi:£e 
Raeha.el at hi. death in i 710 wh.en William Lea with "vile aachael 
wa.s rna rried to b.er in Oct. 2, 1744 f Cr"~. 1. 66]. 

There was a. WilHa.m Lea. Wh0 received a. c.h.Ud'li full share of the 
£state o£ Thomas Graves of Spts. C.)., \'<1., (fonnerly oi l:~&CJ Co. ! 

who died ir~ Spts. Co •• v's.. and "",, .. Ui prubated June !:." 1 768. 



Page 3. 

I have copy of the wil.l of this Thomas Graves and Settlement of. his 
estate, but it does not give any identification as to William Lea. 
In moat instances. payment from Eat. of l'iwmaa Graves was Lnade 
to a child of Ute deceased child of Tho'mas Graves.. Not 80. in the 
caa-e of William Lea. (or not 80 stal;.ed). Full payment made in Oc:t. 17i2. 

Mrs. P. W. Hide.!l, who said she spent 12 years in research 011 the 
Graves family .(her m.o.th.er wa.s a Graves} a:nd who pubUs.hed her 
£iaciing. in Tyler's Quarterly in 1 'J19 on THE GR&IB'& ~-AMILY OF 
SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY .aid she had made two trips to Caswell 
Co •• N. C. to try to identify the Wm. Lea mentioned in wiil (or 
settlernent of estate rather) of Thomas Gra'ves .,. she had nu success. 

QUESTION: 'rae Leas allld the Grave. were closely asaociated in 
Spota-y1vania. Co. as Wm.. Lea and John Graves appear as witnes.es 
to court documents. The Leas and the Gra.ves 'went to Caswell Co •• 
N. C. at about the same time. Also James Lea and John Graves 
jointly v.ritness court. docUln~nts. (Spts. Co.) r\iterwards. in 
Caswell Co •• N. C. - they inter-married 80 much. one of my distant 
cljusins til.ere said it ,,<vas a wonder we weren't all idiots. and Graves 
rnarried Graves. 

Do you think there is a possibiiity tnat this Wlidentified Wiiliam Lea 
could be William Lea, son of John .Lea (~igh}. b. 1111 and married 
1: ranees Graves I have found nothing give the name of the 
child of Thorn.as Graves whu marded 'IV iHia.m Lea. 

1. like severa..L oi the other researche rs I mentioned 0;:; page i, do not 
believe Ollr J.u-nes Lea m .• Anne Herndon. was the one who made claim to 
the 100 a. in King at Queen Co. (or his part of iti which belonged to 
(laIlpposedly his father i 'V{illiam Lea. (Fower of Attorney. dated March. 
1)84, Caswe.l.1 Go. Deed Bk. B. p. 36.; I think that James Lea, as others 
have considered !nosi; likely, was the son 01 • .. ViUiam Lea ar~d Mary Barnett 
and his name was J aa'J.C s Lea. 

I do h i,)pe that sillce you published the l-iistory of Amite Co.. -/oi. III. 
you have done further research that may enlighten me. If i ha .... e anything 
that wou.ld be of interest to yol.1 (tho\lgh I am sure you have tnueh ::-nore than 
I have ever heard of), please call on [ne. T he Graves and the Leas are noted 
for their longevity. 

Last mentioned but not teast in irnp . .)rtance 1:; me are the abstracts 
from Caswell County records of Mrs. Katharine Kendall. Raleigh. N. C., to 



.C-age 4. 

• 0 . ... -I 

whorn I am sending a copy of this letter. She is Close to the original records 
in N'orth Carolina ai:ld Virginia, for that nlatter, and is far more knowledgeable 
than I as to the Leas in l'iCirth CaroUna. I Ju'st hope sbe wiii uncover some
thing that has heretofore been overiooked. 

o .. 

My guess, at this time, is that your Jarnes Lea, and mine, who died 
1792, wife Anne Hertidon. 18 the brother of ·William. Lea of Spots. Co., Va., 
rnlI:iOr SOil of John Lea. (Leigh) .... 'DO d. 172)" and whose wife m. Thomas 
Crethers. The dates would be ,about right . 

.01'. (;'asey, I would oe so pleased to hear from you regardiess of how 
you feel about rny theJrizir~g. W' nat t4"lve you found, if anything, "'"6 to where 
the Leas lived lLl Zngland~ Do you kn,y;;v of anyone '.vho has tried t:; tra.ce our 
Leas baCK to England : l nd if you d.O !) i t {LaVe the deed transfer ring the 100 a. 
Ll Spts. (.0. to ~\ ilHa!Yl Lea. let nOle lu::, ° v;' a,1.,<,j 1 .... .ri11 send you a copy f)f it. 

!.i;ost siacerely, 

LouiiO>e Graves (Miss) 

ilr. A lbert .fL. Gasey 
2.011 Southwood .i:(oad 
\or estavia (Bi_rr~'lingham), flabama 


