| o GAMES

%

Bear Dr, Casey,

I am a degcendant of James L
through bls daugieer Isabella, who married jo! _
M. C. £4lso I am descevded from William Lea, d. 1770 is
“'a., througb his dauy

3

277 I mblished 2 baok e oy Jraves liss, wectch on
James lea and William Lea. I was fortunate to have the be 'ﬁ‘i“" oi the
rescarcy of se "3ral gaL2alagiats on oy 28 lice; and I believe L was
docurmented as w\,“-_ as can be doue in view of the ifuss of Hiag and Cueen
County records of Virginia, I am noyw deing somie furthez stu-’" Siomy
LZEA and WILLIAMS lines

Vigpiria records,

Again, there is the problem of descuctios. of

iy tae Kiag acd (Tuewa Couanty snes,

T8

scutaticn of accuwmnalated data oo the Leas ia
your wistory of Amite Tourty has, no dnubt,
I am one of thise gratefal forx

Your impressive pre
mmade mwoay peaple happyy ard
;"4;.17..* effores, Ilace pored over this Jox
hours zs weil as that of othe searchere, :amely - Tther, MMis,
Dixon, Mrs. E‘Iarrelsar\, a:w_d 'Mr. Arvciaibald Dennetl {"Tl'i:zmi.ﬁ;v.‘ ious fore-

; ;
fathers in America .. a0l Mr, Jolu. V

al

:311“—;__)7- IA' 3 Lrovisc o

sylvaasia ZToauly . ivoahe. Tweat tu lurcth
m-u-:-ix*\&, where I acguired ooni £ origisal wiils, otz, in the * rehivew

at 1-.¢Ielg. h apd cther data in Yauceyv Taszwell (o,

As I am sure you hiow, there are varying views and cpizions as to

T %

the gevaral VWilileoyr aund Jomes Leas,

Last year I ordered from the Jirginia Avchives copies of tvansfer
of property frerm Thomas Crethers 1n Gpotsyivania Uo,, via. o Williarn',l,,ea,
minor sou of John ez, in which he is menticued as the holwr of Iolu Lee

wonialy sl S e gy ) Ty o " - [ R
and froum which his age can be dewermined as 20 yeonss,

To refresh your memary, I quete fzenr fhe Spotsylvacia Courty
Reovirds, edited by Williorms Arawirong O raptes, 1935,

Page 114:

"April 4, 1730, Johu White of 5t. John Far., King "Wm. Ceo., Geut.,
to Thumas Crethers of St. Geo. Far. 8Spts., Jo., clagter, 100 a, in
ot. Ceo, i'ar., Spts. Co. 4= curr. Hichd. Cregory, Jos. x Roberts,
Thos, White, April 7, 1730. Mary, wife of Johr Wwhite acknowiedged
her dowevr, atc,

and



4521 RKRaland, Apt. 2
Daliag, Texas 75219
Tebruery 7, 1379

I am a descecdant 2f James Lea of Caswell Co., M. G. d. 2774,
ig daugiiter Isabzlia, who married Joho Uraves of Caswell Co,,
5 1 am descerded from William Lea, d. 1770 ia fanelia o, ,
1zb his daughter Ann Lea, who narried Kichard Peanatt,
Ia 177 I published a bouwk on vy Cravcs lize, with a short sketch on
James Lea and William Lea. I was furtuusate o have the beunefits of the

&

researca of se zral 5, w2alogists on my Craves lice, and I believe it was
documenied as well as can be done iu view of the fvss of Kiag and Cueen
County records of ‘v’1rginia. I am nyvw doing soaie further study i my
LA and WILLIAMS lines, Ag_-am, there is the prablem of desiructio.. of
Virgiria records, perticalarly the King and (Cueen CToanty anes,

Yoar impreszsive prescotaticn of accamualated data oo the Leas io
your distory of Amite Tourty has, nc dnubt, made maony people happy; and
I am one of those gratefal for your efforets, Ila.ce x.uxe... over this for
hours as weil as that of other rescarchers, ramely - :
Dixon, Mrs., Harrelsorn. and Mr, Archibald Bennet! |
fathers in America, anl Mr, Jolu. McElrovy., I pave Tromisc o
Spotsylvania Tounty Records, In 900 ard agait in (%0, I weal tu Slurcth
Careling, whers I acquired conies of orviginal wlils, etc, in the * rchivesu
at Raleigh and other data in Yauceyviile, Taswail o,

PN A

Cibwer, MMis,

Yaur Fore-

S

As I am sure you kiow, there are varying views acd cpirions as to
the sevaral Wilile:y arvd James Leas,

Last year I ordered frorn the Jirginia Avrchives copies of transfer
of property frem Thimas Crethers ia Spotsyivania Lo, , Ya. o William.Lea,
minor son ¢of John Lea, in whzr:h ke is mentioned as the helwr of Jolu- Lee
and from which his age can be determined as 23 yoars,

¢

To refresh your moemery, I queta from ihe
Records, edited by Willlarn Arawgsrang Cravies, |

roteylvacia Couarnty

Page 11i2:

"April ¢, 1730, Johu White of St. John Far., King ““m. Co., Geut.,
to Thomas Creothers of 8k, Ceo. Far., Spts. Co,, zluoter, 100 a, in
St. Ceo, l'ar,, Spts. Co. 4=: curr. Richd. Cregory, Jos. x Roberts,
Thos., White, April 7, 1730. Mary, wife of John White acknowledged
her dower, ctc.'

and



rage 2.,

Page i 20.

“Oet. 2, 1731, Thormas x Urethers of Spts. Co. to Willlam Lea
of same County and Robert Baylor of Kirg and Queen Co, , Gent,,
Li2 by Lea, L 30 by Bayler, 100 a. in St. Geo. Far., Spte. Co.,
whereon sd, Crethers now lives and bought by Crethers of John
White of King William, as per deed April 4, 730, ¥. Lewis,
Zach. Tayior, Octr. 5, 173}, (Zach. Taylor, guardian to ed,
Wm. Lea, a mincri¥

This seems to be the same 100 =, of iand referred to in Crozier's
Fage 191.Y

"Sept. 14 1752, William Lea of Spts. Co. and : rances, his wife,
to Thomas White of the same county. 53 curr,, 100 8, whereon
sd., Lea lives and part of a pat. belonging to sd, Thomas White in
Spts. Co. Chilton White, Milisent x White, Septr. 1, 1752."

NOW, THIS IS MY PUZZLEMENT:
FULLY WILLIAM LEA, minor son of John Lea of King & Quesn Lo., Ya.,

DOCUMENTE U  (proved) - and Court Record shows married to a i'rances {maiden
rame oot given; Sept, i, 1732, Born Tii,

Pk CABEY WILLIAM LEA, son of Johu Leigh of King & (ween Co,, b. 17i1,
{same parents as rully Documented William Lea abuve)
Shown in History of Amite Co., as being b, (71l d 1Tw3 at Leas-
burg, N, C., m. Mary Barnett 4, 1784, ;

Cuestion: How could William Lea (fully documented) have soun
Barnett Lea [obviously mother's surname] b, 173} as shown in your
Amite Co, bhistory, as he was married to a Frances in 17%2 and
Mary Barnett L.ea was still iiving and baving children by Wiiliam
Lea from 1732 - 1743, He died in LT63.

{Juhn leigh)

ARCHIBALD WILLIAM L2, son of Juhi Lea of King & Cueen Lo, {same ag
DBENNETT Wililam Lea, i'ully Documented as to parents;. Oied i S melia Co.,

va. L1710, wife Rachael still living,

QUESTION: How could William Lea (fully docnumented) have wife
Rachaal at his death in 1770 whea William: Lea with wife Rachaail
was married to her in Oct, 2, 1744 {Cros. 156],

- SO

Al There was 2 William Lea who recsived a child's full share of ;‘zm~
UNIDENTIFIED ¢ oiave of Thomas Graves of Spte. Cu., Va., (formerly of H&L Loy
WILLIAM LEA who died iz Spts. Co., vVa. and wili prubated June 4, 1768,



Fage 3.

I have copy of the willi of this Thomas Graves and Settiement of his

estate, but it does not give any identification as to William Lea.

In most instances, payment from Est. of Thomas Graves was made

to a child of the deceased child of Thomas Graves. Not so, in the

case of William Lea. {or not so stated;. kFall payment made in Oct. 1782.

Mrs. P. W. Hiden, who said she spent |2 years in research on the
Graves family (her mother was a Graves) and who published her
findings in Tyler's Quarterly in 1939 on THE GRENER FAMILY OF
SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY said she had made two trips to Caswell
Ca., N,C. to try to identify the Wm. lLea mentioned in will (or
settiement of egtate rather) of Thomas Graves ~ she had nu success,

CUESTION: The Leas and the Graves were closely associated in
Spoteyivania Co. as Wm. l.ea and John Graves appear as witnesses
ta court documents, The lLeas and the Graves went to Caswell Co.,
N. C. at about the same time. Also James Lea and John Graves
jointiy witness court documents. {Spts. Ce.) Afterwards, in
Casweli Co., N.C, - they inter-married 8o much, one of my distant
couging there said it was z wonder we weren't gil idiots, and Graves
married Graves.

Do you think there is a possibility tnat this unidentified Wiiliam Lea
could be William Lea, son of John Lea (gﬁeigh), b. 171i and married
t rances Graves 1 have found nothing give the name of the

child of Thomas Craves wnou married Williain Lea,

I, iike severat of the other researchers I mentioned oz page i, do not
believe cur James Lea m. Anne Herndon, was the one who made claim to
the 190 a. in King & {(Jueen Cou, (cr his part of it; which belonged tec
{lsmpposedly his father; Wiiliam Lea. ({Power of Attorney, dated Marcah,
1¥84, Casweil Co. Deed Bk. B, p. 36.; I thiok that James Lea, as others
have considered most likely, was the son of William Lea and Mary Barnett
and his name was James Les.

I do nope that since you published the History of Amite Co., vol. HI,
you have done further research that may enlighten me., If i have anything
that wouid be of interest to you (though I am sure you have much raore than
I have ever heard off, piease call on me. The Graves and the Leas are noted
for their iongevity.

Last mentioned but not least in importance to me are the abstracts
from Caswell County records of Mrs. Katharine Kendall, Raleigh, N.C,, to
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whom 1 am sending a copy of this letter, She is ciose to the original records
in North Carolina aud Virginia, for that matter, and is far more knowledgeable
than I ag to the Leas in North Caroclina. I just hope she wiii unicover some-
thing that has heretofore been overicokad,

iy guess, at this time, is that your Jarnes lLea, aund mine, who died
1792, wife Anne Herndon, is the brother of William Lea of Spots. Co., Va.,
minor sou of John Lea {Leigh) who 4. 1727, and whose wife m. Thomas
Crethers, The dates would be.abaout right.

Or, vasey, [ wouid be so pleased to hear from you regardiess of how
you feel aboui my theorizing., Wnat have you fouad, if anything, as to where
the Leas lived ino Engiandy Do you know of anyone who nas tried tu trace our
Leas back to England . Aad if you don't nave the deed transferring the 100 a.
ia Spts. Lo, to Witliam Lea, iet me know aad I will send you a copy of it,

l.ouise (Graves {Miss)

Br., Albert E. Casey
2011 Southwood Koad
Vestavia {Birmingham), Alabama 3534:i9



